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{0 incite; andina 
that which isreally. 


and awe,ivhicimoR 
¢and conftarit delight. 


d.contextall wifdome isin... 

Lawgiver that we can 

knowing how vaineit wasto 

notfirftfeafon'd withthe 

rkes, began fromthe book of Ge- oe 
Srightwellhathno.. 


g* White! lawes to men wh 
of God and 
prol 


ré 
ba 


 TheReaf 
Ob humane lawés, which for the moft 
part aime not beyond the good of civill lociety, to 
fet. thent barely, forth:to the people without reafon 
or Preface, like a piefcript, or only with 
| G throathings: as:it were adordly.command; inthe 
judgement of Plato was thought to bedone neither generonfly hor 
 wifely. ‘His advice was; feeing that perfuafion certainly is amore 4 
winning, and more Mahlike way to Keepe men in abediencethen 
tha€to fuch lawesas were of Principall moment, therethould 
be.us’d as.an ell temper how 
good, show gainfull., Dow it 
to hohefty. and sw being wich th fenativeco. 
-lours and graces of (peech;. a8 truc eloquence the of y 
-€an-beft beftowupon hex mothers ptailes, woul 
‘manner, the into che } 
00dsas tOithbrice ever aft 
‘Bur this praice wema: Cancientautho- 
Rach to'give is ; and indeed bein 
spoint o wildomeis: Worth show. conld it be but w 
stindicin that book, Within who 
have: beene vift of Gc 
fhis wo 
 goodneffe of Godita alt ereatuves inehe Creation, and his peculiar: 


whom they could derive fo many bleflings upon themfelves, might 
be mov'd to obey fi cerely by knowing fo goodarcafonof their * 
Ithen in theadminilttation of civil 


the ebfCurity of Ceenoniall rices, Care was had bythe wifeit 
| ‘of the heathen, and by among the Jewes, toinftruct them at 
in a generall reafon of that government to Which their fibje-_ 
tvas-requic'd how “atch thote onght the members of the 
Church inderthe Gofpelf feeke co informe their underitanding 
| inthereafon of that government which the Churchclaimestohave 
2 over them : efpecially for that the Church hathinherimmediate 
eure thofe ianer parts and afte&tions ofthe'mind wherechefeatcof 
reafonis; having power toexamine our {pirituall knowledge,andto 
‘demand tromusin Gods behalfe a ferviceintirely reafonable. Bur 
. is arifen inthis land, asmay bejuftly cetmn’d, whac 
othefeaver istotte Phyfeians, eternal reproach of our Divines; 
other profoand:Clerks of dace greatly, wstheyconctive,to 
| of Prelaty, arefoearneftly meting out the Lyi- 


am Afia,to | 
if Yonre of our Prélates inall hafte to 
‘end become neighbouts to the Daglith Bifrop of Chalcedon and 
|. wwhilet>good Bréawood'as briily beftirees himifelfe in oar vulgar 


precifely che three Patriarchats, of Rome, Alexan- 
dong, in che theare while not ceafe t0 hope through the mer- 
and grace of Chrift, che tread and husband of his Charch, that 
England fhortly isto belong, neither-to See Patriarchall, nowSee 
Piekiticall, bur tothe faichfull feeding and difgiplining of chacmi- 
pifteriall order, whiclthe bleffed Apofttiesconftitated t : 
the'@hurches : and this I thell affay-coprove can be no other, then 
arid Deacons. Andifany man incline tothinke 
tasketoo difficult formy yeares, tratt through the 
| . ‘fapreme intightning affiftance farce otherwifes for my yeares,be 
they fewror many, whatimportsit ?{orhiey bring reafon,lecthatbe 
and fotichetask, from tence that che queftion in handis 
nieetifald be known at this timechiefly byevery meavercapa- 
arid containes Yn thectexplication of many admirable 
ptivileges reabhtouttont by the Golpellt conchidethic 
| task mulbbe eafte. God having tothis end ordain’d his Gofpell o 
-bethe revclation'of his power and wifdomein Chritt}ef. And 


~ 
iat 
vem 


} ‘fet out tous che: 


Tanfwer, that it is boch unt ou 


this Is one th of hitw that he plaialy 
fo great a mates of it ta the groffe diftorted apprehenfion of de- 
cay’d mankinde. Let dread and fhun the Scrip- 
tures for their darkneffe,, I fhall with I may deferve to be 
among thofe who admire ahd dwell upon them for their clearnefle. 
And this feemes to be theicaufe in thofe places of holy writ, 

wherein is treated of Cliurch-government, the reafons thercof are 
not formally, and profeflly fet downe, becaufe to him that heeds at- 
tentively the drift and fcapé of Chaiftian profeffian, they cafilyim- 
ply theméelves, which ching forther (expla, having 
fac'd I no Idnger deferre. 


is in the and 
> 
| 


God in the Scri 
| tures; but whether this Presbyteriall, or Prelati 
| it cannot be to the ftanning, uncill I faid whatismeet 
to fome who do not think it for the eafe of their inconfequent opi> 
nions, to grant that Church difcipline is platform’d in the Bible, 
but chat it is left to che difcretion of men. To this conceit of theirs 
F or there is not that 
| in the wor moré grave an urgent i rtance through- 
out the whole life line. What need inftance? 
_ He that hath read wich,judgement , of Nations and Common- 
of Cities and Camps ,of peace and warre, fea and land,will 
: ree that the floutifhing and decaying of all civill focie- 


momients and tutnings of humane atemovd 
and fro as upon the axle ih Paifeipline. So that whatfoever 
er or fway in mortall things weaker men have attribu- 


ted to arene, I darft with more confidence (the honeur of di- 
orthe flack. 


_vine providence ever fav’d) afcrjbe either to the vigor, 


neffe of difcipline. Nor 1 od apy fociable perteftion i In this life 


as 
ae 
= 
That Ch : 
ch-coverne 
that tofay: 
ay t be 
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ely With th “gover 
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7 20 diforder is fear'd, as t 


alist: 
and fields all che 
gether; Hence inithofe perfect of Cyr Xenophon; dad 


céllence of: military skill 
sigs, the very vifible thapeand image of vertue,}:W 
bial fo. makes che harmony ofhen 


éfurcs and motions of her 


nié in the 
fhe. walkes:, 


hotonly fee 


ike By Phe to tomo he Apottle that faw them in his rapture 


terniend anto their, celeftiall 
and qua 


ths im 
“therefore left without di feipling, ofe 


out, gud. theafures every, quarter 


oe and love in the glorified Saints fhould by this méanesbe © 


rvaying ceed 


ith akinde of ectentricall equation be 
how mntichilefic 

leave fais feaile feeble; 
ticlowe toithe perpetual 


tumble of 
inthis: oud datke voyage githoutthe 
hich isto to. mans 
thes even inthe guidance ofa civill ftateto 

common, soidventor frameadif- 
fortioude 4nd: elogaencemultbe 

end the hidien and 
drique pation or complext- 


| q dnd: hegeto mult h 


and heart :invall.vertues eroick.. So farisit_ 

of gretched projettors of onrs that.befcraull 

day with new formes of government for our: 
And: ali che ancieht lavegieecs wire sicher 


it not to be conctiv'd that thofe eternialleffivences of 


“ 


¢ 


x 
| 
< 
7 
4 
| 
ty 
<4 
‘ 
evinces O 
é 
t 
aj < f 
var 
HY 
| 
¥ 
| 
* 
5 
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wee fiuch ‘men y anoug 


difcipline as had nos mor 


he Reafonof 


might give. outtobe fo, ast Atines, Lycurgus, Numa, becatifethey 


that me would never quietly fubmittoficha 


old goverament, obfetvarion will 


the narcowucHeof 
us many, deepe eountel erg of fate. 
the fethd.courf worthy 
Preachers ‘upright. in.thpir lites: jpowerfall in 
upon, cither of thefe, they are left to«beir 
‘home; and. xan thall (eone perceive forall theirfingle - 
glow! bow: deficientithey areimcheregular 
thein awa family's, Only ig. the vere 
and decent composnre of eis mindsin their fevérall 
performance; the ri 
of she, outward yefle body, in-healch. 


diet,/or whereby. to render.it more pliant 


ufetulll co, Commor -wealth: which ified 
shut good, xo; difcipline Eheni (elves, 4s, ome jare to tutor their’ 
Hawks, it, could be fo griofle inmoft houtholde.. 
appear fo hatdand lttleknowne; how t6 governe'ahoute. - 
"well, which is thoughr, of fo safle. difcharge; and 


dt we could imagine that he mad left it at randeme withonthisprar 


wident and gracious orderings, 1 who ishe fo arrogant 

oussthas, -durt difpofe.and. guide the living arke of the holy. 
he. fhould. finde it wandring in. the field, of Bethfoemefi, 
‘without the.conftious wargant of fonie high calling. Butno ~ 
infolence.can paralell that which our 


drive ontxagioufly and hatter the holy: arkeof the Churchymot 4 


.bern japon.their ith pains. and labous:iethe wordy;buc - 
mdeoxen and thelrowne bruteinvene. 
tions. Let them make gfreforming whilethey. ch 
-as the Church is mounted upoh the Prelatical] Cart, notasit 


betweene the hands ofthe Minifters; will- but’ 


totter, and he that fets to aig han dthpagh wich a good intentto-. 


hinder the fhogging of it, in this unlawsull wageonry whereinit 


let hin beware it be facall to him as it Was to Vzaz. Cer 
tainly if God be the facher ofhisfatnily the Church, whereinconld: 
that’manie more,’ Khén in training it np under hisowne > 
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Church of Chrift, what ever humour, 


manner urc ri 
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t 
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Reafou of — 


ftrangers and wolves shat would ask no better plea then this fo doe 
ation, icy,orli- 
, céentious will would prompt them to. Againe, if Chrift be the 


Churches husband expetting her to be prefented before hima pure 


_ ginfpoteed virgin;in what could he thew his tender love to her more, 
_, then in prefcribing his owne wayes which te beft knew would be 
§0-the improvement of her health and beauty with much greater 
« caredoubrieffe then the Perfian King could appoint for his Consane 

.. Either, chofe maiden dietings & fet prefcriptions of baths ,& odors, 
_ which may tender her at laft che more amiableto his eye. For of | 
age or fex , moftunfitly may a virgin belefeto an uncertaine | 
and/arbitrary‘education. Yea though the be well inftructed, yet is 
tillunder a more ftrait tuition, efpecially if betroth’d. In like 
nei ng the famerefemblance, it were not rea- 
fon to think the fhould be left defticute of that cate which is asne- 


deed is the ‘gift of the Spirit working as’ beft feemes to his fecret 

but difcipline is che practick work of preaching dire&tedand 
apply’d as is moft requifite to particular ; Without whichic 

wereall one to the benefit of fouls, as it would betothecureofbo- 


dies, if all-the Phyfitians in London fhould get into the feverall 


Palpits of the City, and affembling all the difeafed in every parith 
‘fiiould begin a lcarned Leéture of Pleurifies, Palfies, wo 
which perhaps none there prefent were inclin‘d, and (0 without fo 


‘much as feeling one puls, or givingthe leaf order to any skilfall 
Mpothecary, fhould difmiffe’em from time toti fomegroan- 
fome fa 


Ofthetime 


AS therefore it isunfound to fay that God hath 


at 


proper to her,asinftru@ion. For publick preaching in- 
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| 
| 
‘themeives, and do as they heare. Of what excellence and 
3 angerous to to mans invention who 
. be every foor it tofinifier ends, how 
as fa of Chrift as 
we have by thus much heard 
muc 
not inted 


| 


| of dhe Law therecan be no 


intended to leave the: 


vernnient ; 


they wi 
from the ¢ = 
ion of che Temple 


call fan&ions appercal 


 fach manner as, never yet cameto pafie 
unleffe we mem arinahilae the 


take fach delight in meafarin 
 ameateriall Temple, was he 
and. factlfices abroga 
fhould-have beene made ? not afarre 


| Laden the firft 
of Prieits Levies, which istot to be infilted upon, when 
owl judgement could 
“breed. no change cicligrin ot inthe Priefly go- 
yet God to thew Bow theele could endure that men 
ivang 1a bis wor fhip, thoughin chings. 
5 gave! Solomon not onlya patternand. - 


and Levites, and for all che of their fervice 

from the Gaptivity things were ly reltor’d | 

Mofas and ‘or if 


of the Jewes from. law 
reformation ander Chait, out. betoreeheir ey esthe 
tely fabrick & conttitution this Chucch,wich al che 
ning ; indged thedefcription isas forted beR 
to the apprehenfion of chofe times; typicall and thadowie, ‘batin. 
4 ‘gor never maft literally 
Bat fo exquifc and lively’ 
be mew of the Church 


the defcription is in 


E&tive, that both Jewes and Geptilesmight have good caufe tobe 
aflar’d, that God wheh ever he 


mt thereof deline ated herein fach. 
carious architedture , to He patch cafterwards , aid varmifh’c over! 
with the devices atid of mans 


ing otf the pillars, arches, and doores of. 


ptingtuall and circumfpe& inlavers,: 
ted, deft of thete: 


fe& worke more 


agreeable to hig 


perfe&ion in the moftiperfe&' 
ate of the Church militant, | 


new alliance of God to man?. 


fhould not rather now. by his awne: prefcribed difcipline have 
caft his line and 
regepetese in tothe lovely tha 
edihe und iff 
ee in all her Th proporti- 


the foule of is his rational] 
te ind compaffe thereot forme arid’ 
apesiofivertues and gra ces, the fooner 
tall ature of Chriftsbody- 


018. 


ernment feemes to be moft a= 


is Church, never’ : 


imagination. Did God: 


hen ° 
haptr. onwatd, after the deftru- 
& 
<4 
i 
| 
a 
| 


@ase And chat this indeed God hath:done for us in the Gofpel we 
fhall fee with open eyes, not under’a vaile. Wemay paffe overthe’ 
 hiftory of che Acts and other places, turning only tothofe Epifiles 
ofS, Paul to Timothy and Titus: where the {pirituall eye may dif-: 
_cerne more goodly and gracetully erected then all the magnificence 
Femple or Tabernacle, {uch a heavenly ftruGture of evangelick 
; difcipline fo diffufive of knowledge and charity to the pro{perou 
 increafe and growth of the Church, that it cannot be wonder‘d if 
ghar: elegant and artfull fymmetry. ofthe promifed new temple in 
Exechiel, and all chofe fumptuous things under the Law were made- 
-tofignifie the inward beauty and {plendor of the ChriftianChurch 
-govern’d.And whether this be’ commanded Jet it now be 
fadg’d. S. Paul after his preface tothe firlt of tmothy which hee 
eoncludes inthe 17 Verfe with Amen, enters upon the fubjeQ& of 
his: Epif@tle which <is to eftablifh the Church-government witha 
command. This‘charge I commit totheefon Timothy: according 
tothe »prophecies which went before thatthonbythem 
good warfare: Which is plain enoughthusexpoun- | 
 deds This charge I commit to thee wherein go about toin- 
‘thee how ‘thon thale fet ap-Church-difcipline, that thou 
warre avgood warfare, beatingthy felteconftantly and 
‘focall’ dawarfare: a kinde of Parenthefisconcerning 
Hiymenaus he returnes to his command though under the milde 
- Texhore therefore. As if he had ine 
~‘terrupted his former command by the occafionall mention of Hy- 
mieneusiMore beneath in thet4. V.ofthe3 Ciwhen he hath deliver'd 
 sthe duties of Bifhops or Presbyters and Deacons not once naming: 
other order in the Church, he chus addes. Thefethings write 
Runtochee hoping to comeunto thee fliortly (fach neceflity it feems: 
there: was) but if I tarry long, that thoa mai'ft know hew thou 
@ughtthrobehave thy felic in the houfe- of God. Fromthis place 
bejuitly ask’c, whether Zimorhy by this here written might 
know. what was to,’be Knowne concerning the orders of Church-' 
§@vernours or) no? If he might, then if fuch acleere text as this 
‘may! we'know too withoucturther jangle; if he might ther 
Pant wrive infufficiencly, and moreover faid not true, for ‘he 


; faith here he might know, and f perfwademy felfehe didknowere? 
but thatthe Apoltlehad moreregard to cheinftrue 
Gion‘ofias; then -to the informi&g of him.) Inmche fifth | 


| tome other Church precepts coficerning-di(eipline, mark wh 


7. 
| 
| 
%e 


th d che'clect! Angels, that thou obferve 


difcipline, being He m ine 

though, Hooker would Faine have thi$. denouncement referr d to the 

ae t going before, becaufe the word Commandement 


mighty hand of God, his ghty | 
as nothing to repell the ventrousboldneffe of innovation that en- 


te 
ae 


of S. Ichn forethewes the'reforma ibn Of his Church, he bids him 
take his Reed, and meet it out againe after the fir patterne, for he 


‘What is there in the world can meafare mien but difcipline ? Our 
word ruling imports no leffe.. Dottrine indeed is the meafure, or 
leaft the reafon of the meafure, tis true but unlefle the meafite 
_ beapply’d to that which it istoméafure , 

proper worke.s Whether therefore aifcipline be all one with 


. doStrine, or the particular application thereof to this or that per- 


od 


fird, changing the decrees of God that is immutable, as ifthey had 
‘been breath’d by man. -Neverthéleffe. when Chrift by thofe vifions 


him noother. Arifé; {aid the Angell, and meafuirethe 
"Temple of God and the Altar, and them that worthip therein, 


fiire , show can it a&ually doe 


fon, - 


with an adjuring charge thus., J thee charge in the 
fight of Ged who quickneth all aad Betore Chrift that 
non keepe this commandements that is the wholé commandemey, 
| 
is in the fingnlar, number nog Ping thal In. che rft | 
Chapt..of this Epiftle, tHe ‘word Comniandement isus dina plu. 
4 rall ‘Now the end 6fthe Comm aidement is charity. 
i And ‘what more frequent ‘thén int like manner to fay the Law of 
Mofes. So that either ta reftrainéthe fignificance too much, or too 
if much to inlargit would make the adjuratton either not fo waighty, 
or not fo pertinent. And thus ad hete that the rules of Church- 
4 difcipline are not only commanded, but hedg'd about with fiicha 
terrible impalement of -as he that will break through 
wilfully to violate the leaft of th¢m, muft hazard the wounding of 
his confcience even to death ‘Yerall this fotwithftanding we feall 
finde them broken wellnigh ally thefaire pretendersevenofthe § 
next ages. ‘No lefle’td’ the contempt of him whom they faintobe 
the archformdér of prelaty S. Beter,;who by what he-writeés in 
the 5 Chap. .of his: firft Epiftlethould. feeme to. be farre another 
ee man then. tradition seports hiny: thete ke commits to the Presby- , 
ters. only full authority both of feeding the flock, and Epiftopa- 
ae ting: and commands that obedience be given to them astor} 


- ~~ 


i a & 


‘Toa w by we thould fhbmit theteto, is becatife God hat 


Be, that ordinance mult be evident io the Gofpell, For the impe= 
£28 and obfeure inftitution of the Law, which the Apoftles es | 


Law, asenachilde, not asona tutors And thatthePrelateshave | 


nifefts they would-srot run quett 
Original , as tis faid one of lately did in publick. To 


h 
ov'd 


the Gojpell 10 held that 
owernmtent isto be pattern d-by the Law,as' By Ani- 
\dréws dnd the Primat of Ariiiagh 


crous and unworthy 


* 


nay returne now from,this interpofing difficulty thus re- 


mov d, rm at 

¢omimanded ta Gods Word. the firft-and.greatett rea- 
Marided. But whether of. theferwo Prelaty or Presbytery can. 
it felfe to be this Erftand greateftreafon, mut 
Bethe next difpute.. Wherein this pofition isto befirhlayddown | 
as ptanted ; that may notfollow achaferatherthenan argument, 


to aftirme; that fince Church-governntent is fo 


that one of thefe two, and none other is of Gods ordaining, andifit fe if 


fetves doubt not oft-times to vilifie ¢annot give roles to thecom- 


no ftire foundation in the Goflpell, their own guiltinefledothma- 
ing up as high as Adam to fetch 


te The Reafon of Church=goverument, cc. | 
N° «foi, we all agnee that doftrine mutt be fch only as is commanded; 
or whether it be fomething really differing from doétrine, yée wis 

it only of Gods appointment,as being the moft adequat mea fare of 

the Church and her children, which is here the office ofa great 
Evangelift and the reed given him from heaven. But chat part of 

i the [Temple which is not thus meafur'd, fo farre isit from being in | 

Gods tuition or delight’, that in thé following verfe he reje&s it, 

. however in thew and vilibility itmay feeme.a part of his Church, | 
et in as much asit lyes thus unmeatur'd he leaves it to be-trampl'd 
oa | by the Gentiles, that isto be polluted with idolatrous and Genti- | 
fith rites and ceremonies, And thatthe principal! reformation here 

_ foretold is already come to paffe as well in ditcipliné as in do- 

rine the ftate of our neighbour Churches afford us to behold. Thus 

t all the periods and changes of the Churchit i beene : 

if t God hath ftill referv’d to himéelfe the right of enacting 
| 


The Reafou c au 
which aflertion, hadI heard if, becaufe 
of antiquity , Lthould y aflented , and confett them yet 
“more anci¢nt. F or Lucifer was the firit Angel, 
and. both he, is commanly tha: d forefather Adam,ag,. 
all know,for were miferably degra~;.. 
| Butchers becter.advis'd ate content to receive their beginning: 
and bis fons, antong whom B. Andrews of late yearep, 
in thefe times the Pcimatof eArmagh for their learningatere- 
. Pringat in ;his difcou:fe aboutthe origidall of Epitco 
pevisid begins thus. The grouad of Epifcoracy is ferche, 
fromthe pattern preieribed by God inthe old Teftament,an 
from théimication chereat broughe ir by the ‘Herein 
oauit be excus d of the defire Fhave to be fatish’d, how 
for.example the ground of Epifcop. is fetch'c partly from, the 
exampleof the Teitament, | whomnext, and by whofe au- 
thority. how che under the 
foell. cansbe right ly call'd a iniitation ofthat inthe old Teftament?. 
forthat the Gol all is the.etidand ene g of the Law, our liber- 
tyalfo from the bondage ofthe e Law I plainly reac. How then the | 
ripeage of che Gofpell be put.to. againe, and learnte 
goyernevher.felfe fromthe igtancy of theLaw, theftrongertoimi-< 
phe weaker, the freeman ollow the captive, the learned 
Ieffon'd by the rude, will bga hacd undertaking to evince from any 
ofthofe principles which either art or infpiration hath written. If 
apy thing done by che A pottles may be drawne howfoever toa 
hikenefie of fomething Mo faicall, if it cannot be prov d that ic was 
done of purpofe in Jenieatlany as having the right thereof grounded 
in nature, and not in ceremony or type, it will little availe can mat= 
tere Thewhole Judaick law. is either polfticall, and to take pattern 
by chat,no Chriftian natién ever it felfe oblig'd in confcie 


ences or morall, which Containes in it the obfervation-of whatfor 
everis fubftantially, and perpecuall true and good. either in religi- 
on, or.courleoflite.. Tha§ whichis thusmorall, befides what we 
fetch from. thofe unwritten lawes and Ideas which nature hathin- 
graven in.us, the Gofpell, ‘asftands with h er dignity moft, leGures 
from her own, hand. andcommand,\not 
| jigs ;Out, trom the, borfow’ fabfervient{crow], 
way ofimitating. As well might the be ‘id in her Sacrameiit of 
Water to, imitate. the of What though fhe retaine 


| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
é 
t 
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therefore imitate the law 
“perfec her. ‘All was morally 
 <Golpell in the’ office ‘of the Priefts Levités, ‘was’ that there 
~ thoald bea’ miniftery fet a part to teach and diftipline the Churth; 
both which duties the A ftles thought good: to to he: 
And’ it any ot honolir were to be madeia- 
niong them, they’ diretied it fhould"be to thofe not that only'rafe 
well, but efpecially ‘to thofe thir labour ia the word arid de 


rim. 
rable “Prelaty that one M cain’ have aboye anothe?' in the Go- 
if therefore the ft ry of Bifho; ip be grotinded onthe 
as'a part of the la aw “it Gid 
for it were ridiculdusthat 
ty, which ever was the fame word oF} 


Orimitating exclides siftopacy from’ the folid 
icali law., and betraics ceremony 


Hikelier fome misbegorter; thing thar havin] bekt'the pay fea 


and glories in het the meafie while whee! 
dariget there is agsint the very Lite of the’ 
the typical law het’; and how impoflibl- in'that which: 
the Priefly governgrent, be blight 
the cafling thote’ ‘ordinances the ~ 
ofthe world both weake and beepaly Now 'toBreed, end 


pmefehat miniftery which enigenderdtobondage thie foris of Agi 
how ‘camthisbe toulingiry arid delegation notacancels 
tin ig heard imisanity which 
with ‘his or the miniftratiot of thé law 
déew it fiche minifery asconfifed 
prectdenct, ‘arid the ‘like. 
is founded upon the poitits and termes 


it arel liptonas riinnes back che G 
tlory ‘ofthe fit(h.: For doubildfle 
‘forte betwihict the'rdl the 
wiall thie-relipion be fare, Staple, acid 


from the wtothe 


which weare taught that laborious teaching isthe mof 1 


andes inde of povernitieht ab to be 
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“lowly, asthe Gofpel ly is 
“And ih’ ke ryightier if the of the Miniftery 
in the worldly dégirees of autority, honour temporal’ 
jutidiGtion, we fee it with gut eyes it the inward power. 
“and of the'Gofpel ihtp the outward carnality of the 
ng and ineernall worth pinto empty con- 


avthis blitidnéffe. 
yiove wei we 


on 


which. was promi is to declarethe: 


ith, Priefthood: which will beddneby confides) 
ng both the quality. of theperfons, : and the office it felfe... Aarau’) 
d his: fonnes' were the Princes of theif Tribebeforethey were 
Priefhooi thar petfonall- éminenice. which” 
they held above the other they!receav'd not only from. 
partly brought ic into their office: and fofrom 
that time the Pricits were not thofen ontoftheiwhaler 
‘ nutnber of the Levites, as out Bifbops, but were borne inheritors 
ability, and. letthem ranne in a blood,there.can bé 
palin of Locdit 


ing over their brechreninsegard oftheir, 

sliogether As fax the office office ws 

[on mores mediately in chehigh Priel, & 
ficein all the other ; tothe performance of 


¢ Realon of Charch-¢ 
* 
into 4s arid déadly apoftacy’ as our lamen-' 
ted neighbours:the Papiftsy who by ‘this very {hare and pit 
imitating the ceremonial law; into that irrecoverable {tij- 
SOV Nant Of faivation to them 
i 
| 
A 
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notwichftanding 


higher and greater worke, then that whereby: he did ordaina mat- ; 


ontheordainer is inferiorto the ordained; for the 
bythe precedent Pope , but ‘by: Gardinale, who ordain 
 €tateto ahi 


~ 


-Butthere being difference among our Minilters, unleffe ic 


be in reference to the Deacons, itis impoflible to- found a 
upon the imitation of this Priefthood. For whereiny orinwhae 


worke is the o'tce of a Prelat excellent above chat of a Pafter:? in . 


ordination you'l fay; but flatly egainit Scripture , for there we, 


receav'd ordinationby the hands of che Presbytery, 
-all the. vaine delufions that are usd to evade'thae 
teftimony,and an unwatrantable ufurpation. But where- 

fore fhould ordination be a cau€ of fetting up a fuperiour degree ig | 
the Church? .is aot that whereby Chrift became our Saviour 


know Timothy 


to preach and publifh him our Saviour ? Every Miniter 
fahains a perfon of Chrift in his higheft work of communica-_ 


ting to.us the -myfteries of our falvation , aad hath the power of 


binding and abfolving, how fhould he need a higher dignity tore- 


. > prefent or execute that which is an inferior work in Chrift? why | 
‘thould che performance of ordination which 18 a lower office exale) 


a Prelate, not the feldome difcharge of a higher and more noble 


For what more naturall 


beget! man,fire'to propag 


a every like to produce his like, ¢ 
fire, and in examples of highelt dp 


fareby*they bee rude draughts i 


followes here to attend to cettaine id alittle cred 
vite lately-printed others Of fike fort at Oxford, and in the 


in the #aand 23'p: 
imfelte ; for in the former place he tels us he forbeares to take 


Spe ‘adifiingtion of dignity betweene two fun&ions of fo great 


Office w is preaching & adminiftcing mach‘rather depref{ehim? 
Verily neither the nature, nor theexampleof ordinationdoth any 


‘Way requirean imparity becweene the ordainer and the 


ts of Bithop ‘Awdrews. And 

eed, in fo much thatitigsmar- 
_ 06 think what his ftierids meant'to let come abroad fich thal" 
low feafonings with the'name of a man fo much bruited forlearn- 
‘he 
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What. can be gather'd he 


The Reafori Church-government. 


day atgdment of Prelaty from as being the type of 
the latter he cap forbeare bue 
rath gratuicy, affirmiog,:that to fay , Chrift beingcomeinthe - 
fleth, his figure in che high i¢ft ceafeth, is the fhift of an Anabap- 
and ttiffly argues chat¢Chrilt being as well King as Prieft, was 
as well fore-refembled by the: ingsthen, as by the high Prieft.. So 
that if his conyming take away the one type, it muft alfo the other, . 
‘Marvellous piece of divinity! well worth that the fhould 
pay fix thouland pound a¥edrefor, in Bifkoprick, alchough I 
reade.of no Sophifter amopg the Greek! that wasfodear, neither 
Hippias oor Protagoras, whot the Socratick fchoole fa- 
‘moufly refuted with out, Bire. Hire w} fave thetype of the King 
few'’d tothe typet ofthe Bihop, futtly caft a jealoufie upon the 
‘Crowne, as ifthe right of Kings, like “eleager in the M&tamot- - 
were no longer Iiv’dithen the firebrand of Prelaty. But more 
the Prelats fearing €tor, their. own guilty carriage protefts 
they doe feare) that their faire dayes cannot long holj, practize 
by poffeffing the King with. this moft falfe do&rine, to ingage 
his power for them, as in hig ownequarrell, that when they fall 


they may fallin. general jut as cruell 7pberins would with, 


When I dye, fet the earth be roul'din flames. 


‘tous asaKing? That which never was intendedintheLaw, can 
never be abolifh’c as pare thereof, When the Law was made, there 
Wasno before the: or under the law God by a {peciall 
“type inany King would forefignifie the future kingdome of Chrift, 

which is not yet vifibly tome, what wasthattothelaw? The | 
whole ceremoniall law, #nd types can bein no law elfé, compree - 
hends nothing but the ptopiciatory office of Chrifts Priefthood, 
which. being in fubftance 4 ‘both law and PrieRhood 

fades away of ic felfe, and’ pafles. into aire likea tranfitory vifion, 
and the right of Kings neither ftanids by any type nor falls. We ac- 

knowledge that the civilE magiltrate weares an autority of Gods | 
giving, and ought to be obty:d as his vicegerent.Bat to make a King - 
—atype, we fay is an abulite and unskilfull (peech, andofamorall 
folidity makes. it f&eme aceremoniall fhadow. Therefore yourty= 

chaine of King and Ptieft muftanlink, Bu: is notthetype of 
Briel taken away by Chrifigconming? no faiththisfamousPro- 
_teftant Bifhop o Winchelter it is not,and he that faith itis, isan 

Anabaprid. What chink ye Readers, doyenotunderftandhim? 
bat that the Prelat would ftill 
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ice? conceave him readers, he would miflifcate. Their alcarsin-. 
deed were in a fair forwardneffe ; and by fuch arguments as the; 
‘they were fetting up the molten Calfe oftheir Maffeagaine, and 
“their great Hierarch the Pope. ‘For if thetype of Prieft be ndtta- 
 -*Kenaway, then neither of the high Prieft, it werea firange behead- 
. . ‘ings and high Prieft more then on there cannot bé, and that one 
 €an be no leffe thena Pope. And ‘this doubtlefle was the beht of 
“his career, though never fo Yea but there was fOmething aid 
‘elf in the high Prieft befides the figure, as is plairi by S. Pau/s'ac- 

“Knowledging Tis true that in the 17 of Deut. whence this.au- 
tothe’Prieft in matters too Hard for'the fecular judges, 

muft needs be many in the o¢cafidns of thofe timesinvolv’d fo 
-. with ceremoniall niceties, no wonder though it be commanded to 
 enquire.at'the motith of the ’Priefts, whobefides the Magiitrates 
‘their collegues*had the Oracle of Urimto confultwithe Andwhe- 

 *ther the high’ Priet had notincroach't beyondtheli- 
‘nits of his'Prieftly autority, orwhetherus'ditrightly, wasno 
_. “time then fer'S. Pax/ so conteft about.’ But if thisinftancebe able 

“‘teaffertany tight of jurifdi&ion tothe Clergy, itmuftimpartitin § 

‘¢ommon to all Minifters, fince ic were a greatfolly tofeckefor 

ahardinericat {craple froma Dunce Prelat, whenthere 
» might be found’a {peedier folution froma Mini- 
fter;whom'God hath gifted with the judgement of Litin more 
‘amply oft-times then all che Prelates together-; and now in the 
@ — =. Gofpell hath granted the privilege of this oraculous Ephod alike 

all his Minifters. The reafon therefore of imparity in the Prieft 


; 


being now asis aforefaid, really annull’d'both in their pate, aiid 
in their reprefentative office, what right of jurifdi@ion foevercanbe 
from this place Levitically bequeath’d, muftdefcenduponthe Mi- 


- 


|i. -mifters of the Gofpell equally, as ic findes them in allother points 
| edualle Well then-he is finally content to let Aaron 0. Eleazar 
[RR wil ferve his curne,as being a fuperior of fuperiors, and yet no type 
Chrift in Aarons life time. O thou that would’ft winde into any 
~~ ‘figment, or phantafme to fave thy Miter! Yet all this willnoc 
| ,  fadge; though ic be cunningly interpolifht by {ome fecondhand 
*witherooks & emendations;Heare thensthetypeofChriftinfome 
{One particular, as of entring yearly into che Holy ofholiesandfuch 
ike, refted upon the High Prieftonly as more immediately perfoe 
— our Saviour but to refemble his whole fatisfa&tory office 
ot ‘the Priefts -confider'd (eparately withont felation tothe 


a 
4 


4 4 
t< 


‘ia | 
~ 
4 
AS 
a 
% 
? 
| 
| 
| 


but as « liveleffe tra 


| 


ok and gnifie nothing. And ithis 


‘excellence ot Ghuifts facrifice, who at onceand inone 


fhewes 


Ry 


| repeating had anough | 
was among themfelves,) we may. fafely fuppofe it depended on the 
dignity of their birth and fgotily, together with the circumftances 

ofacarnall fervice, which afford many priorities. And this 


itdtion of the Law. Though indeed, if 


| make plea for Prelaty by imitation « 
may ftand, it will inferre Popedome all as well,Many other cour- 


genealogies, as if he were the man that S. Pas/forewarnes us of in. 


© ~ many to his caufe, but fuch as doting upon great names are cither 
 over-weake, or over fuddep of faith. I fhallnot refufe thereforeto 
learne fo much prudence ag [finde in the Roman Souldier that at- 
™ tended the croffe, not to ftand breaking of legs, when the breath is 
quite out of the body, but pafie to that which follows, The Primat 

of eArmagh atthe beginnipgio 
of that place in the 66 of 


rity among the minifters ot the Gofpell, facceeding shofein the 
@} Jaw, asthe Lords day did the Sabbath. But certain if this method 

=may be admitted of interpreting thofe propheticall paflages con- 

cerning Chriftian times in @panGQuall correfpondence, it may with 
_ equall probabilicy be urg’diipon us, that we are bouad to obferve 

monthly folemnity gnfwerable to the new. moons, as wellas 
_ the Lords day which wesk¢epe in lieu of the Sabbath : for inthe 
23 v. the Prophet joynes theni in the fame manner together , a8 be- 
fore he did the Prietts and Levites,chus.And it fhall come to pafle 
that from one.new moonet 


© another,and from one Sabbath to ano~ 

sther fhaliall ficth come to. wor f 

 ~ doubtedly wich as good comfeguence may it be alledg’d from hence, 

sthat we areto folemnize religious monthly meeting different 

from the Sabbath , as frong the other any diftin& formality of Ec- 

clefiafticall orders may be if | 

of them for Priefts and Levites,. will not efteeme them unworthy 
though Gentiles,.to undergde any 

_ make of them a full and perdegt minif 


| 


perfon fulfill’d chat whick many hunderds of Prieftsmany-times 
orefhew.s What other imparity there 


f his cra@tat feeks to availe himfelfe’ 
aah, I will take of chem for Prieftsand 
Levites, faich the Lords to: phold hereby fucha forme of fuperioe 


before nte, faiththe Lord, Un- 


sfes he tries, enforcing hithfelfe with much oftentation of endlefle 


Timothy, but founvigorowfly , that Ido notfeare his winningof 


nferr’d. This. rather willappeareto be 
fenfe of the text, that Godin takiag 
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the controverfie, ferids us a candid expofition a 
from the 94 page of his faid book, plainly deciding that God by 
thofe legall names there of Priefts and Levites means our Presby- 
Deacons, for which either ingenuous confeflion, or flipof 
Khispen we givehim thanks’, and withall co him thac brought thefe 
@eatifes into one volume, who fetting the contradi€tions of two 
‘earned men fo neere together, did not forefee. What otherdeduce- 
mionts or analogics are-cited otf Of S. co provealikencflebe- 
 tweene the Minifters of the Old and New Teftament, havingurid 
—s thei’ finewes I judge they may paffe without harmedoingtoour 
Wee may remember then that Prelaty neither hath norcan 
foundation inthe law, nor yetinthe Gofpell, which affertion 
being for the plainneffe thereof a matter of eye fight,ratherthen | 
of difquifition voluntarily omitt not forgetting to fpecifie this 
NOteagaine, that the earncft defire which the Prelateshavetobuild 
theic Hierarchy upon the fandy bottome of the law, givesustofce fF 
‘abundantly the litcle affurance which they finde toreareuptheir § 
high roofs by the autority of the Gofpell, repulft as it were from 
the writings of the Apoftles , and driventotakefan@usry among. 
the Jewes. Hence that open confeflion of the Primat before menti-_ 
ond. Epifeopacy is fetcht partly from the patterne of the Old Te- 
 ftament, & partly from the New as an imitation of the Old though. 
-- pothing can be more rotten in Divinity then fach a pofition as 
this, andis all oneasto fay Epifcopacy is partly of divine inflimuti- 
- if on; and partly of mans owncarving. For who gave theautorit 


oe 


4 to fetch more from the patterne of the law then what the Apoftles- 
| had already fetcht, if they fetcht any thing ata'l, as hath beené 
prev'dchey did not. So was Pereboams Epifcopacy partly from 
3 > patterne of the law, and partly from the patterne of his owne car-_ 
; _ mality {a parti-colour’d and a parti-member'd Epifcopacy , and- 
what can this belefle then a monftrous? Others therefore zmong 


the’ Prelats perhaps not fo well able to brook , or rather to juftifie 
; foule relapfing to the oldlaw, havecondifcended atlafttoa 
confefling that both the names and offices of Bifhops and 
Peesbytersar firft were the fame, and in the Scriptures no wheredi+ 
This grants the remonftrant in the fift Se@tion of hiiside- 
 fente,and in the Prefaceco his laft anfwer. But what needrev- 
Spettbehad whether he grant or grantitnot, when asthroughall. § 


‘ 
ig} 


ad. the Fathers bidles not that 


P relaty ; ‘before his a serous workmanthip the Churches were 

 rul’dincommon by the résbyters. and fach, a certaine truth this 

‘was efteem’d, that it bécame a decree among the Papal Canons. . 
_compil'd by Gratian,. alfo of Canturbary, who to uphold* 
_the points of his Prelatift ¢ made himfelfé atraytor to his country, 
commenting the Epiftles to Ti and the ‘Philippians acknow- 
edges from the cleerneffe. of the text, what Terome and the Charch — 


3 
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| the weeding- 
hisglorious poppy frat infulting over the goodcorne. 
fince (ome of our Brite iff Prelates feeing themtel 
Scripture, try alleheir ring, ifthe New Teftament will not help 
them, to frame of theit wn heads as it were with wax akinde 
Mimick Bifhop limm’dout to the life of adead Priefthood. Ox elfe 
"they would ftraine us 4 cettaine figurative Prelat , by wringing 
the colledtive allegory: of thofe feven into: feven 
ochets. “Howfoever ince ic thus that cuftome was the 
eator of Prelaty being leffe ancient they the government of Prese 
byters, it is an extreme folly to give them the hearing that tell us of 
Bifhops throv ages: and if againkt theirtediousimafter 
of citations, @ fucceflicns, it be reply’d that wagersand 
Church fack as are to the plaine diétat of 
Scripture are both alike the ar arguments of fooles,they have their an» 
fwer. We rather are all all thofe ages to an arraignment before: 
durft alter chet avine {nflitution of Presbyters which the 
_ Apoftles who were nd various and inconftant men farely had fet. 
up incheCharches,a nd why they choofe to live 
~‘talog or as faith by rather then by 
faich ? ‘firft T conch om.their owne mouthes that Gods 
command in Scripture, which doubtieffe aught to be the fieft and 
ateft reafon of Church-p nent, is wanting to Prelatys And 


ye we have plenteous. warrant in the ineofChriftto 
the want is of it felfe fifficient 


y be brought 
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més not up fir prevention of Schifime 


ans, ofiwhat i 


dition then ever thus ito the worlds end be the perpetwall.canker= 


Gur Saviour and hi Apottles didnot only forefée, but foretell and 
forewarne us to looke for {chifme. Is ita thing tobe.imagin’d of 


Taty had beene then efteem'd a remedy 

imore needfull then in that 
which {0 labour'dto reconcile ? and whofeeyecouldhave’ ‘| 

> found the fitteft remedy foonep then his? and what could-have 


laftly what could have 


retended, orif it were, that. it performs not it was 
fet for, but quite the contrary. 


PEt it hath the outfide of a {pecious & fcecions | 
things we know are apteft to worke with humane lightnefle | 
ad frailty, even againft the folideft truth, that founds not plaufibly, 
Tet. us think it woxththe examining for the love of infirmer Chrifti~ | 
rtance this their fecond reafon may be.’ Traditi- 


on they fay hath taught chem that for the prevention of growing | 
{chifme the Bifhop was heav'd above the Presbytery. And muft.tra- 


a 
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2 


worme to cat-out Gods Commandements? are his decrees fo in- 


confiderate and fo fickle, that when the ftatutes of Solon, or Lycur> 
gu ove durably: good to many ages, hisin 40yeares {hall 


ye,ill.contriv'd,and for needfull caufes to be alter’d? 


Gods wifdome, or at leaftof Apoftoliek prudence to fet up fach a a: 
government in the tenderhefle of Church, as fhould 
not be more able then any other to.oppofe it felfe to {chifme?it was | 
well knowne what a bold lurker {chifme waseven inthe houfhold 


of Chrift betweene his owne Difciplesand thofe of 3 


the noife | a 


lates, nonot in thofe places where diffention was moft rife. If Pree: . 


tiftabout fafting :: and early in sions Ads ofthe A 
of fchifme had almott ihccaviad the proclaiming of the 
we reade not that any oben 


againttichifme, wherewas, 
varianceamongthe Corinthians 


made the remedy more 


available, have us ditfpeedily?.and 
beene more neceffary thentohavewrittenit 
we fee he aiilhias ok commended it to us, nor 


foriour inflru&ion? yet 
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"yi ving fchif{me, that if fchi 
litrent and mangl'd, no 


forth apaine then 20 yearesafter S, Panis death, wee 
finde in Clements Epiftle of venerable autority written to the yet 
fattious Corinthians, that they were govern’d by Presbyterse 
And the fame of other Churches out of Hermas » and divers other 


*the (cholers of the Apofiles by the late induftry ofthelearned Sal- - 


_mativs appeares. Neither: yet did this'worthy (lement S.Paals 


difciple , though writifg to them co lay afide {chifme, in the leatt 


thange the Presbyteriall government into: 


‘word advife them to ¢ 
afterward gave, or permitted this. 


Prelaty: And therefore 


infarre&tion of Epi(copagy; itis to.be fear’d he did it in his 


as he gave the Tisclkefe Ring, With {0 good a will doth heute, 


to alter his own Chofes government orfce sfablith’d. For marke: 
whether tHis-rare deviceof mans braine thus prefert’d before the 


ordinance of God, bay @ better fucceffe then fiefhly wifdome not 
counfeling with G wont to have. Go farre was it from remo- 
imé parted the before, now 
‘it Her at herefie with a 
irégnancy in her birth at once borne and 


taine monfrous hafte of f 


_ rity, or rather burden o! 


bringing forth. Conterttians before brotherly were now hoftile. 


‘Men went to choofe thei Bj (hop as they went toa pitcht field,and: 
the day of his cle&ion was like the facking of a City, fometimes 
ended with the blood af thonfands. Nor this among hereticks 
but men of thefamébeliefe, yea confeflors, and that with 
fuch odious ambition, in his eighth book teRtifieshe 
abhorr dto write. on is not forthe poore dig. 
pai Fresbyter could not ingage 
any great party, nor théet ¢o any deadty feud: but Prelaty wasa 
wer.of and (way, that ifher election were popular; 

was feldome not the caufeof (ome faétion or broil in the Ghurch. 
But if her dignity cameb f favour of forte Prince,the was from that 
_timehis creature, and ofindoxious to comply with his ends in fhate 
were: they ri or wror -| So thatin‘ttead of finding Prelaty an 
Schifme or ion, the more I fearch, the morei 
. grow into all perfwafior t to think rather that andthe as 


withia fpoufall rin g ere wedded together, never to be divorc’t. Bat 


here leé. every one behold rhe jaft, and dieadfull judgement of God 
the andac ious pride of man that offer: offer to mend 

inauces of heaven, God out df the ftrife of men 
forth by his A to the Church that’ beneficent and ever diftti- 


man. 
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of Church. government. 
tocorre&the will of Chrif,broughe 


man out of the prete 
fnare of his impiag to | ught 
forth to upon the Church that irreconcileablefchifme 
of perditionnand Apoftafy, the Roman Antichrift: for thatthe ™ 
exaltatiompot the Pope arofe out of the reafon of Prelaty it cannot + 
And as I noted before.that the patrerne oftheHigh 
leaded for ithe Gofpel (fortake away the head Prieftthe 
arree burt aarcaffe) fers up with better reafonaPope, thenan = 
, for if Prelaty ftill rife and rife tilliccometo 
wPrimat, why fhouldit ftaythere? when as the catholick govern- 
ment isnot tofollow the divifion of kitigdomes, the templebeftre- 
_—prefenting the univerfall Church, andthe HighPrieft the univerfall 
fol obferve here, that if to quiet {chifmetheremuftbeone 
headof Prelaty: in aland or Monarchy rifingfromaProvinciallto 
anationall Primacy, there may upon better grounds of reprefing 
fehifme Be fet up one catholick head overthe catholick Church. 
or the peace and good of the Church is not terminatedinthe 
Schifmeleffe eftate of one ortwo kingdomes, but fhould be provided 
for by: the joynt confulcation of all reformed Chriflendeme: that 
mzy end in the final! pronounce or canon of one 
lit Arch-primac, or’P.oteftant Pope. Although bythis areanesfor 
ought I fee, all the diameters of fchifme may aswell meetandbe 
Knitup in the center of one grand falfhood. Nowhketallimpartiall (7 
> | men arbitrate what goodly inference thefe two mainereafonsof 
the Pvelats have, that by anaturall league of confequencemake 
| moretur the Popethen forthemfelves. Yeatofaymorehomeare 
very’ wombe for a new fabantichritt to breed in; ifie benotra= 
te ~~ «Ce thertheold force and power of the fame man of fie counterfeiting 
was-noct thee prevention of fchifme,but it was{chifme 
felfe, and the hatefull chirft of LordingintheChorchthacfirt 
_beftow'd.a being upon P.claty ; this was the true canfe, butthe 
pretence is the fame. The Preletes,as they Would haveitthougbt, 
arethe only mawlsof fchifme. fForfooth ifthey be purdowne, 2 
|. deluge of innumerable fects will follow ; we thall be all Brownifts, 
 Familifts. Aaabaptifts. For the word Pitan feemestobequafht, | 


glace that God hath bid us hope for , like thot faithleffefpie’y | 
‘Whole carcaffes fhall perith in the wildesneffe of theit ownetonfu- | 


34 


the manaring of the Tiller 


| wife chat which isill, bat chefe let out freely the ill, and keep down 


i deceas'd have left us? thole 
the moft of them fach at w 


| The Rea 7 


of 
their leaden do- 


| ; 
| 


courte be tok 
indeed 5 and 


iff itd you, The Winter mi 
vaunc ic (elfeagaintt the deftroy all noyfome a: 
weeds, I keepe downe all: efil Yes and afl 
fome herbs, and all freth fs, by your violent & hidebound froft; 
but the gentle welt (hall the fruitfull 
theearch chus over-girded by your imprifonment, chen the flowers 
£putforthand Gj pring, and chen the Sunrie fhall featcer the mifts, and 
ay up all chat burdens the 
without thaak to bondage, But worfe then any 
frozen captivity isthe bondage of for that other, ifitkeep 
down any ching which is god, within che earth, fo doth it like- 


the or elfeKeepe eft. 
Be at lak co tell the ye curbe 
#$whenasthey ifh-an fide wich Papifts,and are now as. 
were one party with arid cis faid they helpeto petition for 
Can we believethat youtigovernment trains in good earneft at 
_—sthe petty gaats of {chifme when as we fee itmakesnothingto 
fwallow the Camel herefie of Réme but that indeed yourthroats: 
the right Pharilaical Rraine. Wihere are thofe {chifinaticks: 
with whom the Prelats hold fich hot skirmith ? thew us your a&a, 
‘thof glorious annals which your Courts of loathed memory lately 
ichilmaticks [doubt mewilbefoond 
fe only (chifme wasto have {poke the 
trath againtt your high at asand cruelties inthe Church; 
this is the (Chilme ye hate mot, the remoyall of your criminous 
Hierarchy. A politick it of yours, and of a pleafant con-- 
. ceit, fes up to remove fe aga pretended {chifme, that would re- » 
palpable paste Ifthe fchifme wonld 
Zo jape d i in:as many cutsand {lathes 


keep awa 
or no doGiine 
 Chriftians by theviol 
they keep away ichif 
and Spaine is as e{cinfme as 
England hath beeneby htthe dead 
paltie boaft to a man tree you we and _ 
_ 
| 


‘ 


, 


fated. But that they fhould be contemners of p 
. Churchesus'd without fuperftition, I truft God will manifeft it ere 


The Reafon of Church-government 


ny reafons to thinke ic is not that which yelabourtto preventfo 
much as the rending of your pontificall fleeves: that fchifmewould 7 
betheforeft Chifme to you, that would be Brownifmeand Ana- 
baptifme indeed. If we godowne, fay’you, as if -4drians wallwere 


broke, a flood of fe&s willrufhins What fe&s> What are their 


Opinions? give us the Inventory ; it will appeare both by your 
__* former profecutions and your prefent inftances, that they are only 

 fuch to fpeake of as are offended with your lawleffe government, —_ 
book tran-— 


your ceremoriies, your Liturgy, an extra& of 
slick and 


long to be as falfea flander , as your former flanders againft the 
Scots, Noife it till ye be hoarfe ; that a rabble of Se&s will come 
in, it will be anfwer d ye,no rabble fir Prieft,but a unanimous mal- 


titude of good Proteftants will then joyne tothe Church, which ~ q 


now becaufe of you ftand feparated. This will be the dreadfull 


‘There 


_ gonfequence of your removall. As for thofe terrible names of Se- 
aries and Schifmaticks which ye have got together, we know 
your manner of fight, when the quiver of your arguments whichis — 

ever thin,and weakly ftor’d, after the firft brunt is quite empty,your 


courfe is to betake ye to your other quiver of flander, wherein lyes 


your beft archery. And whom ye could not move by fophificall | 
- afguing, them you thinke to corifute by {candalous mifnaming. 
by inciting the blinder fort of people to miflike and deride 


found do&rine and good chriftianity under two or three vile and 


 Batefull terms. But if we could eafily induge and diffolve your 


doubtieft reafonsin argument, we fhall more eafily beare the worlt 


_ of your unreafonableneffe in calumny and falfereport. Efpecially 
_ being foretold by Chrift, that if he our Mafter were by your prede- 


ceffors cali’d Samaritan and Belzebub, we muft noe think it ftrange 


tribethey were call’d Lollards and Huflices, fo now by you be 


Puritans, and Brownifts. But my hopeisthatthe peopleof — 
England. will not fuffer themfelves to be jugel’d thus out oftheir 

if faith and religion by a mift of names caft before their eyes, but will 
fearch wifely by the Scriptures, and look quite through this fraudue 
dent afperfion of a difgracefull name into thethingsthemfelves: _ 


knowing that the Primitive Chriftians in their times were accoun- 


_ ted fuch as are now call'd Familifts and Adamites, or worfe. And 
. many on the Prelatickfide like the Church of Sardishaveaname 


athisbeft Difciples in the reformation , as at firftby thofeofyour 
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have lawfully thus 01g3 


any thing that can be learnt fr 
fall Chriftian was debare'd, ta: 


tory right homogeneous at dconfifeating part being in ic 


laty Cending gradt manarc 


ng ic be found moft needfull, yea the 


' 
| 
= po es mecting, fall 
—-- 


tome indeed Pap ifts 
and quickly how you 
prevent {chifme, and. whv are your if ye 
| erit; and hinder all good nieans of preventing Napemeesthat 
way which the Apoftles us'd, Wasto cal] acouncell; by 
ind che fifteenth of the 
hom knowledge and pietj 


Il as this every parochial! Ce 


giveentrance. Of fuch a couf 


asit werea little Synod, and rere general] afflembly moving 
_ upon her own bafisin an even and firme progeeffion, .as thofe fmal- 

ler fquares in battell unite in oe reat Cube, che main phalanx, an 

-embleme of truth and ftediaftnefi¢. Wtiereas onthe other fide Pre- 

from Bifhop te Arch-bia 

and from thence, for there can be 


in nakuge, nor in religion, wherefore, ifit 

, : it fhould not bea Lordly aftens. 

dent in the horofcope of the Church, from Primate to Patriarch, 

and foto Pope. I fay Prelaty ¢hus afcending in a continual! pyra- 

_ mid upon pretence to perte& thie Churches unity, if nocwithitand- 
mott helpe todearn up the 


rents of {chifme by calling a cofincell, 
Prelaty is of no force to effe& this wor,; which the boafts to be 
maifter-peice ; and that her pyfomid afpires and tharpens to 
tion, not to perfe&ion, or unity, This we know,that as ofternas 

any great fchifme difparts the @hurch,,and Synods be proclam’d, 

the P.esbyters have as great right ¢here, and as free vote of old, 
the Bithops, which the Carion Jaw conceals nore ‘Sotbat Prelaty 
the will feek to clofe up divilions inthe Church:,. muft be forc'tto 
 diffolve, and unmake her own pyramidal figure, whichtheafirmes 
_ to be of fuch uniting power, witen as indeed it is che moft dividing, © 
and fchifmaticall forme that Geomnetricians know. of, and. muftbe — 
-faine toinglobe, or incube her #elfc'among the,Presbyrer's ; which 
the hating to do; fends her ‘Haughty Prelates trom all pares with 
their forked Miters, the badge of fehi(me or the fampeot hisclas 
ven foot whom theyferve! think; who, according to their hierar-._- 
chies acuminating: fill higher and higher 
che Church; asithappensin fuck 


¢ one another with their fharpe: 
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‘Abd then; chey arefo farce fooni 


fo farrefromthe 


= 


hhindring diflention , that they have made urproafitable , and even 
noyfome the chiefeft remedy 


‘terand John, which are likely to be lateft written. when the Church 
grew toa fetling, likethofe heroick patricians ot Rome (if we may 


ufe fuch comparifon) hafting to lay:\downe their di&tatoilhip, they 


ofdifcordand offence to the wholenationathome. Theres 
medy which you allvdge is the very difeafe we groan under; and 
mever can be to. us a remedy but by removingit felfe. Your prede- 
were believ’d to affume this 

thren only that they might appeafe diffention.. Now God and: 


~ 


Ditcharge the 
chat yecatinever do; but 
£ ‘ment which ye hold; we 


¥ 


disfigurement, fo foone as the building 
| glinds of an age 


rejoys’t to: call themfelves and to be as fellow Eldersamong theic | 


brethren. Knowing that their high office was but as the fcaffold- 
ing of the Churchyet unbuile, and would be but a troublefome 
was finifht.. Bucthe lofty 
or two after, fuch was their (mall difcerning, 


‘the Church fhould fo ona fudden, as It feen/d to them , fquat into 


_aPresbycéry.. Next or rather before councels the timelieft preven-. _ 


tion of {chifme is to preach the I fbuidancly and powerful- 


Aythroughoutall che land, to inftrné the youth religioufly, toen« 


deavour how the Scriptures may be eafieft underftood by all men 3 


toall which the proceedings of thefe men have been on fet purpofe _ 
contrary.. Buthow O Prelats fhould: tho 
Mould -you not: remove and 

fm? when Prelacy is a {chifme it felfe from the moft reformed 


oppofe all the meanes of removing 


and: moft flourifhing of our neighbour Churches abroad, and a fad: 


the Church calsupon-you,, for the fame reafon to lay it down, 
being to thoufinds of good 


ble. Samender that pledge which unlefle you fowlely ulorpt it, the 
ne, forthe reafonthe firft 


‘Chorch gave you, and now claimes irag 


trult.committed to you, prevent {chifme,and 

by dilcharging your felver. That governi« 

ich fefle prevents much, hinders muchy,re~ 
moves. much; but what Schi fine 


ahd grievances of the Church? 


ence, till the councell ‘it felfe 


we have to keep Chriftendomat one, 
whichis by councels: and thefe if wee rightly confider 4 
example,are nothing elfe but generail Presbyceries. This feem'd 
poftles to think much of, as if hereby theirdig- 
nity wereimpair'd, that, as we may gather by thofe Epiftles of Pe- 


thoughtitapoore indignity , that the high rear’'d government of 


you remove fchifme, andhow 


preeminence above their bre-. © 


good'men offenfive,. burdenfome, intoleras 


| 


| 

= 
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no, but allthe peaceandumity, all che welfarenotoftheChuch ~ 
alone, but of the whole kingtidme. And if itbe ftill permitted ye 
 tohold, willcanfe the know not whether feparation be 
anough tofay, but fuch a gifle gulph of diftrationin this land as" 
never clofe her difmall Bap,untill ye be fore’c (for of your felva 
y¢ wil never do as that RomafCartiws noblydid)tor theChurches 
peace & your countries,to Bap into the midft, and benomore fen. 
By this we fhal know whetner yours be that ancient,Prelaty which 
you fay was firft confticutédfor the reducement of quiet unani- 
‘mity into theChurch, for cRé you wil not delay to prefer thatabove _ 


own preferment. If ott irwile, we mult be confident that your 


Prelaty isnothing elfe but § 


haughty Courts and voted jn Parliament. Still tell us that you 


rour ambition,an infolent preferring of 
your felves above your breghfen, and all yourlearned {crapingin 
antiquity even to difturbeth¢ bones ofold Aaron and hisfonnesin _ 
their graves, is but to maifitain and fet capes necks a ftately and 
jou call facred , and is nothing in very 
érént gluttony, a fan&imonious avarice, — 
iclk, all che duties and dearnefles which 


_ who is charitable, let hingfa 
mity, thefe differences be, Av 
fet the flock of Chrift be at pe 
 overit. Hethat fhall do this, faith he, thall 
© cheLord, and allplaces willireceave him. 
© fell to good and hely mép that they fhould depart rather from 
tftay, to ravle out the feamlefle 
ment of concord in the Chgr¢h. But I have better counfell to give 
the Pvelats, and farre move acceptable to their cares, this advice 
in my opinion is fitter for them. Cling faft to your Pontificall Sees, 
bate not, quit your felves life Barons , ftand to the utmoft for your 


their jutt office, then by thei 


prevent {chifme, though hifme and combuftion be the very iffue 
of your bodies, your firit bern; and fet your countryableedingina - 
Prelaticall mutiny, to fight for your pompe, andthat illfavourd® | 
weed of temporall honougthat fits difhonourably upon your laick’ 

high thonghes 


fhoulders, ‘that ye may be fat and fiefhy, {woln with 


ye owe to God orto hi¢Church, tolaw,cuftome,ornature, ye 
averefolv’d to fet at net I could put you in mind what 
© = fell Clement a fellow labpurer with the Apoftles gave to the Pres- = 
bycers of (orinth, whom-tlte peoplethough unjuftly foughttores | 
move. Whoamong you Gi th he, is nobje minded, who is pittifull | 


totrie 


= “Gncumbrance, or anexcufe of Our delay in reforming, which God 


and big wich mi(chievotis defignes, when God comes to vifit epor 


egyptian tyranny- For certainly of all ttofe bleffed foules which 
you have perfectited, and chole miferableones which you have loft, 


That thofe many and Schifmes by Jome fuppos'd to be a- 
and that rebelhouinIreland, oug/t not to bea 
hindrance, but ahaftning of reformat isfy. 


4 


this fore{Core’yearés vexation of hisCharchunderyourE+ 


a 


forthofe many Se&s anddivifionsrumar'dabroadtobea- | 
mongft us, it is not hard to perceave thatthey are partly the 


and falfe alarmes:of the’Prelates, chereby-taca 
dnd panick terrors into the hearts of 

Shs that they fhould not ventureto changethe prefent deformity 
the Charch for fear of know not what worfe inconveniencier, 
"With the fame objected feares and fafpicions, we know that futrle 
fought to-divert rhe firit reformation« It may-(uffice 
to be taught by S. Paul that there muft be fects for the manifert- 
ng of thofe that are (ound hearted," Thefe' dre but winds and flaws 
to try the floting’ veffell of our faith whether it beftanch and fayl 
Swell; whether out ballaft be jaft, oar anchorage andcableftrong. 

By thisis feene who lives by faith:and ceitain knowledge, ‘and who 


“KY eredniity and the prevailing opinion of the age’; whofe vertue is 
and whofe of afligke wafh.\f God come 

trie our conftancy we ought notto fbrink, or ftand che leflefirm- 
Ty for paffe on with more ftedfaft refolution to eftablith 
“the reuth chough it werethroughalane of fe&s.and herefiesoneach 
fide. Other things men do to the glory of God::-buc andec- 
rors it feems God fuffers to befor'the glory of goodmen, 
‘World may Kriow ‘and:teverence their erue 
*conftancy in the trith: Let us nottherefore makethelérhings.an 


us as an incitement to proceed witlrmorehonour andalacti- © 
‘tye For if there were no oppofition where werethe triall of anun- é 
soodnelic and magnanimity? vertue:that waversisnotver- || 
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before. No wonder t 
Without the: fierce encounter of truth and 


_fafhood together, if,as it: the {plincers and fharesof foviolenta 


verb of the fame Witem 
the wicked is as 
If feGsand (chifmes be Gicbulene in the unfetl'd cltare of a Church, 
whi eniling hand, it beftbefeems our Chrifti- 


_ertificiall , feldome anys 
waft and refufein the 
carv'd, no fair edificet 


“joufting, there fall 


reformation fhall be : 
or kept fo. low, as that. 


cerning the horrible afd barbarous. 
their religion. I deem€ it fpoken like what hee was, a fugh 
-tive:sPapilt/ traducing 


nia but vice revolted from felfe, a while réturnings The 


ations of juft and pious men do'not darken in their middle courfe ; 


but Sodcmon tels us they aréas the fhining lighe, that fhineth m 


‘and’ more the perfgt But if we fhall-tuffer chetrifling 
-‘:donbts'and jealou ie8 of feature fects to overcloud the faire begins 
tien, ‘letus rather fear that another pro- 


nings of purpos it reforak 


ah be not upraided co us; that the way of 
t, they (tumble at they know not what. 


but. as the throws and. pangs that 
arihation, andt 
indoing. For it we lot buton the na 


~ 


things, we know they cath 
into anotber without 


re of elemental! and miixt 


the ftruggl of contrarieties.And in things 
plegance is wrought without a fuperfluous 
ation. No Marble ftatue can be polite! 
buile. without 4lmoft astiweh rubbif aft 
fweeping. Infomuch thal éven in the fpiricaall confit of S. Pusls 
cconverfion there fell {cales from his eyes that were not perceav’d 

éniin the reforming of aChurch which i 


never brought to effe | 
between the giock many fond errorsand 


fanatick opinions, whick when truth has the upper hand ,. and the 


4 


knowledge, not the diff 
As for that which Barelay:i in his i 


ceits of Englifhmen in 


Tland whence he fprung: Te “may 


bemore judicionfly gathe d from hence thatithe: Engtithman of 


criany other nations is leaft atheilticall, and bears difpo- 
fition of much: reverence. and awe 
weakneffe and want of better inftruct 


ot which us too fre- 
efp pecially. by meaner fort, turning 
itha fcrupulous and ceafeleffe care what lie: 


at the work it felfe isnow 


ot faffer any change of o1ie kind,or qua= 


erfeted , will eafily be rid out of ‘the way, | 
they fhall be only: the exercife. of our 
tbance, interra tion of our” faith. 
jage of minds writescone - - 


ards the Deity; but inhis - 


if mifelfe of God and his worfhip, ‘Re 
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bent: 0 his own wits 
| might to Orme 
| 
‘unlikely { 


gouthopinion. And. verily if we look at his native towardlineflein 
theroughcaf without breeding, fome nation or other may haply >) 
be better compos'd toa naturall civility, and right judgementthen . |” 
he. But if he get the benefit once ofa wile and well re@tifi'd nyre 
ture, which muft firft come in generall from the godly vigilanceof 
the Church, I fuppofe that whete ever mention ismadeofcoun- |” 
tries manners, or men, the Englifh people among the firftthacfhall 
be prais’d, may deferve to be accounted aright pious, right ho- | 
neft, and right hardy: nation. while fomeftand dallying 
and deferring to reform for fear of that which fhould mainly haften ~~ 

_ them forward, left {chifm and error fhouldencreafe, wemaynow 
thank our felves and our delayes ifinftead of chifmabloodyand 
dnhomane rebellion be ftrook in between our flow movings, Indeed 
againtt violent and powerfull oppofition there can beno juft blame 
otalingring difpatch. But this Lurgeagainftthofethat difcourfe 

| 


isforamaxim, as if che fwift opportunities of eftablifhing, or re- 

formiogreligion, were to attend upon the fleam of ftate bufineffe. 

In ftate many things at firft are crudeand hard todigeft,whichon- | 
dy time and deliberation can fupple, and conco&. Butinreligion || 

wherein is no immaturity nothing out of fealon,it goes farie other- 

wife. The doore of grace turnesupon fmooth hingeswideopen- (7 

ingtofendout, but foon thutting to recall the preciousoffersof 

_ ‘Mercy to a nation: which unlefle: Watchtulneffe and Zealetwo || 

 igaick-fighted and ready-handed/Virgins be there in ourbehalfeto 

xeceave, weloofe : fill the ofter we loofe, the ftraiterthedoore 
opens, and the leffe is offer’d. This is all wegetbydemurringin 

Gods fervice. Tis not rebellion that ought to.bethe hindranceof 
geformation, but it isthe want of this which isthe caufeotthat, 

_ The Prelats which boaft themfelves the only bridlersof{chifme © 

knows have been fo coldand backward both thereandwith 

repreffe herefieand idolatry , that either throughtheircare- 

. deflenefie or their craft: all this mifchiefe isbefalne Whatcanthe 
do leffe in Gods difpleafare againft us,then revenge + 

_  «ipon Englith bodies the little care that our Prelats have hedof |) 

their fouls. Nor hath their negligence been new inthat Ilandbue 

 -€v¥er notorious in Queen Elizaberhs dayes, as Camden theirknown 
friend forbears nottocomplain. Yet fo little arethey toucht with 

revenge which th ifht.thatwhenas 

our brethren the Scots, who by their upright andloyall 


— 


: 
4 


‘with all Chriftians bur. 
maintaias and fofters all Papith and Ido) ters as Yolerable Ohrifti« 
ans, And ifthe facred Biblemay be our we'are neither with- 
out example, nor the witneffe of God himfelte, that the corruptéd 
eftate of che Church is both icaule oftumalc, and civibl wasres, 
and chat to ftint them, the peace of che Church 
Now for along [eafon, faich fs it to King 
without the true God, and wit a teaching Prieft, tam 
and in thofe times there wae pi that aie’, 
shat camein , but great vexdtions were wpan all the inbiabit aur’ of che 
countries. And nation was defiroy'd of nation, and City of far 


Goddilvex them with all advet Be ye froug therefore, faith heto 
© «cthereformers ofthatage, an not your hands be weake » for your 
worke foall bee rewarded. Aad in thofe Prophets that liv’d in 
times of reformation after the Captivityjofcen doth God ftirre up 
@ the people to confider that while eltablifhment of Cliurch matters. 


for I, fayth ny one againft bis neigboure. 


A 
came 5 


But from the very day ware that ent and effe- 

ually about che welfare of the Churet them that they Haggai, 
themfelves might perceave the fi of things i into a 
refgtmation is a long work, and the mif@ies of Irelandareurgent. 


of fpeedy redrefie. They be indeed ; andjhow {peedy-we are, the: 


poore afflicted remnant of obi martyr countrymen that fit there: 
on the Sea-fhore, counting the houres of dur delay with their fighs, — 


aad the minuts wich their fallin 


teares,péthape with the deflillin 
oftheir bloody wounds, if they 


ave not quite by chis time caft off, 


and almoft ‘att the vain hopeofiour founder’d hips, and aids, can. 
belt judge how {peedy we ate t9 their reliefe.. But let their faccors- 
all need and iaw and let not the rex 
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and Joyal! deeds have now bought themfelves an honourable name 
topofterity, whacfoever malice by flander could itvent, rage in-ho« 
ftilicy attempt, they greedily attempted toward thefe murdroaa 
Irifh the enemies of God aid mankind, acurfed off-fpring of 
"their ownconnivence, no than takes notice but chat they feeme ta 
bevery calmely and indifferéndy affe&ed.. Where chen fhould we: 
begin to excinguifh a rebelljon that hath hiscanfetromchemife 
 _ government of the Church, where ? but ac the Churches rcformatis | 
| 


| = fit pl 
|  ghe feare of fefts nonor rebelliomcan bea fit plea to fta 
tiom, but rather tg puth it 


4, 


inated. They 
of this potent Monarchy to 
2 3 whiomn if we take but the righ 
sapes.will fo fight againft 
Ga 
ftaining 


ra" 


it forward with al poffible diligence oa 


formation which is the chiefeft caule of facocfle and viGory be fill 
procraft of the captivity in their g 
= epnid find both counfeli and hands anough at once to build , and 
to expect the enemies affault. ‘And we for our parts 


mighty nation needs be faln into a ftrange plight exther of ef- 
\or confafion, if Jre/and that: was once the con 


at the refoitnation of our Church, their own horrid 
them, that the very futlers and h hocfe boyes 

ampe will be able to rout and chafe them without the 
ofany Noble fword. To-proceed by other method in this 
Commanders hever fo expert, will 
‘be.as great an etror in the art of warre, as any novice in fouldierfhip 


4 


teft extremities 


populous and 


queft of 
onc fingle "Earle with his privat forces, and the {mall afiftance of a 
y Kernith Prince,fhould now take up all the wif{dome and prow- 
guella barbarous crew of rebel 
to fubdue,. 


reforma- 
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| obtain’d in more then 
ftinGly ef God,and of 


this, the only high valiable wifdom indeed, remembring alfo thag. 
Godevento a ftri&nee requires the improvment of thefe his 
crufted gifts, cannot but finftain a forer burden,of mind, and more 
&§ Ortable toil, or waight, which the body can 
1; howagel in what manner he (hall difpofeandem- 
§ ploy thofe fummes of Knowledge and illumination, which Géd 
gravats the burden ind 
‘ted parcels certain pa 
offat any cheap rate, j 
= Marchants of this wor 
ver,and difgrace the fais of thelr des 
like poor Indians with beads and gisfles,~ 


"happy were it for this frail, and asic 
be truly call'd,mortall life of man,fince 


good and convenientin our daily are 
withall fo cumberfome dnd full of trouble 
if Knowledge yet which is the beft ands 
shefomeft poffeffion of the mind,were as 


i 
H 
; 


#§ and dimenfions, which muft needs be 2 


latien of naturall caufeg and c hich 
@bje& is low, certain it isthat he who hath 


ble,though vulgarly nab fo efteem’d, he that hath obtain’d t6 know 


¢ 


effing then any fuppor 
abour under; h 


ath fent him into thi: 


Diamond can equall , 


te; yea for nothing to them that will, the great 


4 
A y 


all gacthly things which have the name of 


2 he common faying is, no burden, and that — 
wanted of beinga load toany part 
‘ofthebody, it did not with a heavie advantage overlay upon the 


‘fpiciteFor not to {peak of chat knowledge that refts in the contem = 


t [- & 


¢ fcanteft meafiire to know any thing di- | 
is true worflrip,and what isinfallibly good 
andhappy in the ftate mans life, what in it felfe evil and mifera- 


world totradewith. And that which ag- © 


a 


ie.is, chat having receiv'’d amongft his alloc: 
fétious truths of fuch an orient lufire ag no 
hich never the leffe he hasinchargeto put 


glitcer of their deceitfall wares wherewith 


f 


- 
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praéting by all-means how they mayduppreffe the venting offuch FF 
afities And fich a cheapnes as would oethem, andturntheir 
 trafh uponttheir hands. Therefore by gratifying the corrupt defires 
of men in flefhly doftrines , they ftirce them upto perfecute with 
hatred and contempt all thofe that feek to bear themfelvesupright- © 
inchis their fpirimatfactory:which though they 
~ cannot but'teltify of Truth and che excellence‘of that heavenly 
_ traffick which they bring, againit what oppofition, or danger foe- 
yer, yet needs mutt it fic heavily upon ther {pirits, that being in 
‘Gods prime intention and their own, (ele&ted herald’ of peaceyand 
-difpenters of treafures ineftimable Without priceto them that. have 
‘ne pence,they fine in the difcharge of their commiflfon that they 
@remade the greateft variance and offence, a very {word and fire 
 bothin houfe andCicy over the wholeearth.. This isthacwhich 
the fad Prophet Jeremiah laments, Weg m: my mother,that thouhaft 
. |. YVornrmeaman of ftrife,and contention. nd althongli divine infpi'a- 
 _ tionmoft certainly have been fweet#o thofe ancient profets, yetthe 
minneeffe of chat truth which rhey brought was founpleafane to 
_them,that every where they call icaburden. Yeathat myfterioas | 
__book.of Revelation which the great Evangelift was bid to'eat, as by 
“ithad been fome eyc-brightning eleGtuary of knowledge, andfore- 
fight, though it were {weet in his mouth, andintheleartnng,itwas 
bitterin his belly ; bitter inthe denouncing. Nor was this hid 
from: the wile Poet Sophocles, who in his Tragedy 
Where to refolve K, Edipus in a matter which he 
Rnew would be grievous, brings him in bemoaning histor, thathe 
«Knew morethen other men. For fiirely to every good and peace- 
able nian it mult in nature needs bea hatefuil thing tobe the 
dd Hf thowfands ; becter would ic like him 
soe lec. to be the mefienger of glad=¢s and contentment, which 


bis chief intended bulines,to all mankind, bot that chey refittand 
le cheirown true happineffe. But when God commands 


“fake the rrampet and blow a dolotous or a jarring blaft, ‘it 
‘In mans will what he fhall fay,or wharhe fhall conceal, Tf he fhalk 
“think tobe filent,as Ieremich did, becaufe of thetéproach and deri- 
met with daily,and all bis familiar friends watchs for bis bal- 
to beseveng’d on him for {peaking the truth, he wonld be 
to.contefle as he confelt, bis word was in my bear as a byrning 
in my-loncs I was weary with forbearing. and contd nor fiaye 
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toe 
tad 


liberty-of 
tifink it available in Hear a concernmgnt as the Churches good. 

For if] be either by difpofition,or what other caufe too inquifitive,. 
or fafpiticus of my felfand mine own doings,who can help it? bat 

this I forefce, that fhould the Church bebronght under heavy op-* 

preffion, and God hagegiven me ability the while toreafonagaink 
that manchatfhould Bethe author of fo foul adeed, or fhould the. - 
7) ~ «by blefling from above on the induftry, and courage of faichful | 
menchange this herdiftraéted eftate into better daies withoutthe 

furtherance or c@ntribution of thofe few talents which God at 
prefeac had me, I forefee what ftories Lfhould heare with= 
inmy felfe, all ‘n fe after, of difcourage and reproach. Timo- 
and ingratefull.the Church of God is mow again at thefoog 
ofher infulcing enemies : and thou bewailf@, what matters it 
thee or chy bewailing ? .whentime was, thou couldftnotfinda 
{yllable of all that thou hadft read, or ftudied, to ntterinherbe=- 

halfe. Yeteafe and leafure was given thee’ for ny retired th 


iligence,the 


€% 


ich thine own brutith filence hath made thee. 57 
heburch hath now overcom her Jate diftrefles afferthe\y 
labours of many-her true fervants that ftood pp io ber 

dit takeupon thee tothase amongtt 
haften'd her peace; whatever. 


cafos of Charchgovernments 
ly fpoken,, or vehemently written.as procee- 
anc iH pagure, but to confider rather 
the Prelats hieleiv to fay the worlt chat canbe faid, and 
doethe worft thatcah be don, while they itrive to keep to chem- 
felves tocheir great pléafure commodicy thofe thingswhich 
they ought to » No man can be jultly offended with him 
fhall endeavour snpart and beftow without any gainto him: 
felfethofe fhirp, butfaying words which would beaterror, anda 
eérment in him to Keép back.For me I have determin’d to lay up as, 
© che beit rreaftire, and{dlace of a good old age, if Gad voutfafe ie 
 thelanguage of a man, if a vain fubje&t were to beadorn dorbeal= 
—tifi’d, but when ghecaufe of God and his Church wasto be pleas 
ded, for which purpofe that tongue was given thee whichthow’ 
shaft, God liften’d if he could heare thy voiceamong his zealous’ 
fervants 
Ve... thatwh 
lightby | 
| defence. 
. Of their 
a or deed . 


thoudoft now talke, or write, orlook isthe almesof othermens | 
ative prudence and zeale.. Dare not now to fay,ordocanything 
\xbetterthen thy former floth and infancy, or if thoudarft, thoudoft 
_ impndently to makea thrifty purchafe of boldnefleto thy felfe 
~~ out ofthe painfull merits of other men: what before wasthyfin, 
isnow thy duty to be, abje&, and worthleffle. Thefeandfuchlike 
 Jeffons asthefe, I know would have been my Matins duly, andiny . 
_ Even-fong. But now by this litle diligence, mark whata privilege 
_ Shaye gain’d; wich good menand Saintstoclamemy right of 
_ menting the tribulations of the Church, if the fhould fuffer, wha 
“others that have ventur’d nothing for her fake, have not the hond 
tobeadmitted mourners. But it fhe lifeup her drooping 
en wie 


: 

a 


mber 


‘Ftell him that if Fhunted after praife. 

bythe oftentation of wit and learning, I fhould not write thus out 

Of mineown feafon, when I have neither yet compleatedto my 

| | 7. smindethe full circle of my private-ftudies,although I complain.not- 2 


Of eny infufliciency tothe matter in hand, or were J ready tomy. 
‘Wilhes, it were a folly to cOmit any thingelaborately compos’*dto 
SHecareleffe arid interrupted liftening of thefe tumuluoustimer,. 
161 were wife only to mine ownends; J would certainly 
Mach afabjett arofitfelf might catch applaufe, whereas this hath~ 
milthe difadyantiges on thecontrary, and {uch a fubje& asthe pubs 
Milking whereot imighcbe delayd at pleafure , and time enough ~ 


Bm 3 .. . The Reafon of Church-government. 
welfare, have my charter. and freehold of rejoycing to 
‘heirés. Concerning therefore this wayward fab;e& againft prel: 
thetouching whereof is fo diftaftfull andtifquietous toa nn 

men, as by what hath been faid I may deferve of charitable 
eaders to be credited, that neitherenvy nor-gall hath‘enterd me 
this controverfy, but the enforcement of confcien¢e only,and 
preventive fear Jeaft che omitting of this duty fhotld be againt 
woul fore upto my felf the good provifion of peace 
hours,Soeft it fhould be ftill imputed tome,xsThavefoundic 
hhath bin, that fome {elf-pleafing humor of vain-glory hathincited| 
metoconteft with men of high eftimation. now while green yeers 
= atetipon my head, from chis needleffe furmifall I thall todif- & 
 fwade cheintelligent and equal anditor,if I can but fay fuccesfilly 
that which in this exigent behoovs me,alchough I would be heard 
oily, might be,by the elegant & learned reader.towhom prine 
€ipally for a while I thal beg leav may addreffe my felfe.Tohimit 


be wick? all the curious touches of art » evento the per= 
a faultleffe pifture whenas in this argument not 
ing ig of great moment to the good fpeeding,that if tolidity 
= have leifuré: 6 doe her effice, art cannot have much. Laftly,I thould 
not chufe this manner of writing wherin knowing my Gif inferior 


tomy felfjled by the genial power 
the ule, as | Emiay account it, but of my left hand. And thonghIfhall =, 

n Gaying mereto this purpofe, yet fince it will be fuch 
a folly.as witet men going about to cogimit,have only confeft and 


—focommittéd, I may trutt with more re fon becaule with more 
folly to havé courteous oralth ugh a Poet foaring inthe 
high region of his fancies with his rla’ dand finging robes about — ¥ 
him might without apology ff of himfelf then I mean: 


todo, yet fag me fitting here below in cool element of profe,a- 
‘mortall thing, among many readers of Empygeall conceit. . 
venture,and divulge unufual things of my felfe, Miall petitionto 


the gentler fGrt,it may not be envy tome. I mutt fay therefore that 
after I had ffom my firk yeeres by the ceafeleffe diligence and care 


« 


swhom God recompence, bin exercisdtothetongnes, 
lérices, as my age would fuffer, by fandry mafters and 
i at home and at the fchools, it was found that w - 
ther ought wasimpos'd me by them that had the overlooking , or eS 
betak’n to ofmine own choife in Englith, or other tongue. profing’ = 
or verfing, but chiefly this latter, the ftile by certain vital ines i¢ 
had)was likely to live. But much latelier in the privat, 
of Italy, I was tavor'd-to refort, perceiving.that fome 
_ trifles which inl memory, compos'd at under twenty ortheres - 


about (for manner is that every one muft give fomeproofofhis 
ing there) met with acceptanceabove what waslooke 
for , and other things which I had thifted in {carfity ot booksand 
iencesto patch up amongftthem, were receiv'd with write. 
Encominums: which the Italian isnot forwardtobeftowon 
men of this fide the Alps began thus farretoaflentboth tothem, 
tend divers. of my frjends here at home, and notlefleto aninward 
which*now grew daily upon me, that by labour and 
portion in this life) joyn’d 
_ with che ftrong propenfity of: nature, J might perhaps leave fome= ~~ 
thing fo written to aftertimes,as they fhould not willingly let ie dir s 
once polleft me. thefeother, That if 


he 
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noregard be fooner had , then to by the 
and inftru&ion of my country. For which cauféjand aor 

only for that knew it would. be shard to arrive at the fecond rank 
I apply'd my felfe co that refolution which. 
follow'd againft the per{wafions of Bembo, co fixall the. 
indultry arid art I could unite to the adorning 
not te make verbal curiofities the end; that were a toylfom vanity; 


o¢ paint che Gothen, or Charl 


Sethe 
. from‘anea val dil 
_ own oriess Or whether thot] Dramatick ath 
“Ons, wherein Sopbocies anid Enripides raigne fhall:be found more 
lary toa Nation, Scripturealfo.affards us q | 
of Sulenhconfiting of | 


among 
ed riofte 


inal and-exemp 


The of Chante government, 


the Lat ines , 


but to be an interpreter & relater of the bef and fageft things among 


mine own Citizens throughout this Iland in mother. 
choyceft wits modern 
Maly, and chole Hebrews of old did for their country, lin nry pro- 
y on with this over and above of being a Chriftian, might doe 
| caring to beoncenam’d abroad, though perhaps 
could but content with thefe Britith Ilands.as my. 
world, whofe fortune hath hicherto bin, that if the Athenians,as 
fome om re made their {mall deeds great and renowned by theirelo- | 
England Wath had her noble atchievments made 
ofmonksandmechanick, 
fervs not now, and I might feem too 
piveany-certain account of what the athomeinthe {pacious 


That whatthe great 


by thé all handling 


circuits of her hath liberty 


of higheft hope tod atten 
bcreof the two poems 


‘cherales of riftotle ¢ to be or. ‘nal 
whichin them that know art, and judgemert 


vwhether that: form 


congue igh chofen in whom tolay the 


 wvhether he would command him towrite of Godfreys =. 


the Lombards ; if to thelinftinét of natuce and theinibo 


and preftntthelikeofferin | 


paltoral Drama in: the Song 


An 


of my native COague; 


4 
omer, tho Vir 
iw 


on, but.an ioriching of art. And laftly-what Koighe | 
| 


aChriftian Heree. And as Taffo gave toa Prince of. Italy his chois 


4 Ding of art ong ht ma’ and tharthere be. nothing advess- 
ate of this age, ichaply would 
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; And Apocil Nee of Sint Tub ia shea 
and ftately Tragedy’, : fhutting up and intermingli | 
&gawith a fevenfold (horus of hallelaja’ § 
+ abd this my opinion the grave autority of Parens 
g chat booke is ufficient tojconfirm. Or if occafion 
mitat thofe magnifick Odes and Hymns wherein Pin- | 
‘mathus arean things worthy , 
theie frame ju di€ious, in cheir matter moft an end faulty But chofe 
frequent fongs ana prop ets all thefe, 


not their div ineargument alo ne, but inthe very critical art of 
be vafily mace’ ai all che kinds of Lyrick 


compoficion may be 
poely, tobe Thete abilities, wherefoeverth 
 found,are che infpired pnift of God rarely beltow'd ‘but yet voifome 
- (though moft ab wife) Nation : and areof power befadethe 
office of a pal pi¢,t inbreed and cherif_vin. a great: people the feeds 
oof vertu, and publick civility, to allay the the 
mind, and fet theaffeCions in tight tune, tocelebratein glorious 
and lofty Hygngthe chrone and equipage of Gods Almightineffe, 
andwhac he w rh ts, and what he fuffers to ibe wrought with bigh 
 providencein hig Church, to fing the witorious agonies:of Mar- 
tyrsandSaints, the deeds and triumphisof juft pious Nations 
valiantly rough faith againft che enemies of Chrift, to de-. 
the general of Kingdoms and States from juttice 
Bier Gods true’ orthi ‘Laftly, what‘oever in religion is holy and 
_ fublimie, in vertu or grave, whatfoe ver hath paffionoriad- 
miration-in all t i changes ‘of that which is call’d fostune from: 
» without, or chewily {uttleties and refluxes of mans thoughts 
from within, all thefe things witha folid and treatable fmoothnefle. 


to pa outand défribe. Teaching over the whole book of fan@ity. 
vertu throughtall the inftances of example with fuch delightto 
thofe. efpecially f foft and delicious temperqvho willnotfomuch 
looknpon Tr ith herfelfe, unleffe ley her elegantly dreft, 
ne'paths of honefty and good 
‘and difficult, though’ they! be indeed and pleafant, 
they would then’ appeare to all men. both ealy “and “pleafant 
they were and difficult indeed. And what abenefic 
would be ogr youth arid gentry;imay ‘be fodn tbhywhat 
know of ‘the cerruption and bane which they fuckin 
the wrigings and é.itefludes. of libidinons a 
4 isthe miain'con= 


— 


re 
te 
« 
Sy 7 
‘a 
4 
4 
y 
a 
fe} 
ra 
te 
a 
< 
i 
9 
4 
é 
» 
é 
77 
Hed 
¢ 
inl 
x 


 fiftence of a true poem, the choys ‘of perfonsasthey oughtto 
introduce, and what is moral! and decenttoeachone, doeforthe 7} 
moft part lap up vitious principles in {weet pilsto befwallow'd [7 
down, and make thetaft of vercuous documents harfh and fowr. | 7 
becaufe the {piric of man cannot demean it felfelivelyinthis.§ 
_ body without fomé recreating intermiffion of labour, and ferious 
_ things, it were happy for the Common wealth, if our Magiftrates,. © 
asin thofe famous governments of old, would take into their care, © 
not only the deciding of our.contentious Law cafes and brauls, but 
the managing of our publick {ports, and feftival paftimes,thatthey | 
might be,not fach as were autoriz’d a while fince,the provocations 
_of drunkenneffle and Inft, but fuch as may inuteand harden our 
-bodies by martial-exercifes to all warlike skil and performance, [7 
and may civilize, adorn and make difcreet our minds by thelearned 
and affable meeting of frequent Academies, andthe procurement {7 
-of wife and artfall recitations fweetned with eloquent andgrace- 
fall inticements to the love and praStice of juftice, temperanceand 
fortitude, inftructing and bettering the Nation at all opportunities, 
that the call of wifdom and vertu may be heard every where, as 9 
Salomon faith, She crieth without, foe uttereth her voice sn the 
inthe high places, inthe chief concours, and in the of the 
Gates, Whether this may not benot only in Pulpics,butatterano- 
_ ther are method, at fet and folemn Paneguries, in Theaters, 
_ porches,or what other place,or way maywin moftuponthe people = fj 
“to receiv atonce both recreation,& inftro@ion,let them in autority 
confult. The thing which I had to fay,and thofe intentions whic 
have liv’d within me ever fince I could conceiv my felf any thing) & 
‘worth tomy Countrie, Ireturnto crave excufe thaturgentrea- 
fon bath: plucke from me-by anabortive and foredated difcovery. 
And the accom;lifhment of them ‘lies not but ina power above 
‘Mans to promife ; ut that none hath by more fludious ways en- 
-deavour'd. and with moreunwearied {pirit that none fhall, thal 
-darealmoft-averreof my felf, as farre as life and free leafure will 
extend, and thatthe Land had once infranchis’d her felf fromthis 
‘Ampertinent yoke of prelaty , under whofe inquifitorius and 
 ‘Tannicaldunceryno and {plendid wit can flourifh. Neither 
with any knowing reader, that 
Mome few-yeers yet I may go on with him toward the pay- 
“sihent of what lam now indebted, as being a work not to be rays d 
she heat at youth, or the vapours of wine, like thes 


| 
f 


he 
flows at walt the pen of fome valgar Amorift, or'the trericher 
fury of a riming pafalite, nor to be obtain’d byithe invocation of 
Dame Memory and her Siren daughters , but by devout’ prayer te 


 thateternall Spiric Who can enrich with all utterance and know- 
ledge, and fends offt hisSeraphim with the hallow’d fireof his’ 


Altar to touch and 


i 

o | 
mtrom as man 
4 


the purfuit of no leffe hopes then 
e 


the intentions of my parents and fiends '/ was 
din mine own refolutions,tilkcomming to 
fome maturity of yeer¢and perceaving what tyranny had invaded 
the Church,that be who} | 

take an oath withall, which unleffe he took with a confcience that 
retch he mut either ftrait perjure,or fplit his faith, thought 
it better to preferre a blamelefle filence before the facted cfice of 
{peaking bought, and Begumwith fervitude snd forfwearing How-. 
foever thus Church-ogted by the Prelats, hence may appear the 


4, 

er 


4 
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would take Orders muft fabicibeflave,and 


Tie putify che lips of whom he pleafes : to this mutt 
 beadded induftriougaad feleQ reading, fteddy obfervation, infight 
into all feernly and generous arts and affaires, till which in fome 
meafure be compa peril and coft I refufe not to 
 ftainthis expe&at y a8 arenot loath to hazard 
muchcredulity up beft pledges that I'can givethem. Al- | 
|. , though it nothing me to have difclos’d'thus much before 
hand, bne chat I hereby to make it manifeft wich what finalf 
 willingneffe I enduréco int 
chef, and leavea calmea | 
and confident thous to imbark inatroubl’d fea of noifes'and 
hoars difputes, put beholding the countenance oftruth. 
inthe quiet and Rill air of delightful ftudies to come into the dim 
reflexion of hollow antiquities fold by the feeming bulk, and there 
be fain to club quotations with men whole leagming and beleif lies @ 
=) «in marginal ftuffings, ho when they have like good fumpters laid 
ye down their hors load of citations and fathers at your dore,with | 
By) arapfody of who and who were Bifhops here or there, ye may take 3 
Ds off their packfaddles, their days work ig don, and epifcopacy , as | 
they think, ftoutly vindicated. Let any gengle apprehenfion that 
can diftinguifh learned pains from unlearned simagin whee 
pleafare or profoundneffe can be in this, or what honour 
againft fuch adverfaric& | But were it the meaneft under-fervice 
Godby his Secretary gon(cience injoyn it, ic were fad forme if 
fhould draw back, forme efpecially, naw when all men offer theic 
 aidtohelp eafe and enkighten the difficult labours of the-Church : 
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‘ 


? hat Prelaty ihe and end of the cae bre 


fir ft tn her ontward 


fome other reafon which might undertake for Prelaty ‘apeal 


‘ft and Church-government ; but finding none of Tike vali- 
: rt y with chefe that have alredy {ped according to their forcune, I 


adde one reafon why .it isnot to be thought a Church-go- 


vernment atall, buta Churchstyranny, andis at hoftile tetms with 


the end and reafon of Chrifls Evangelick miniftery, Albeit / matt 
confeffe to be half in doubt whether J fhould bring ‘it forth or ne, 
it being fo contrary to theeyeof the world , and the world fo po-~ 


in moft mens hearts, that Ifhall endanger cither not to be ree 
garded, or- not to be underftood. For whois ther almoft that mea- 
fares wifdom by -fimplicity, ftrength by fuffering, dignity by 


linefle, who istherethat-counts it firft, to belaft, fomthing to te 


gothing,and reckons himfelf of great command ia that he is ater= 
vant? yet God when hemeant to fubdue the world and hell ae | 
once, part.of that to falvation , and this wholy to >» perd tion.made 
chois of no other 
er co defray. Ithadbina {mall maiftery for him;to have drawn 
out his Legions into array, and flankt them with his thunder 

therefore he fent Foolifhnes to confwe Wifdom, Weaknes to sind 
Strength, Defpifednes to vanquifh Pride. And thisis the great mi- 

IRery the Gofpel made good in Chrift him@lf; whoas he tefti- 
Sescame not to be minifter’d to, butto minifter' and mutt be fuls 
fil'd in all his minifterstill his fecond comming, ‘To goeagainitt 
thefe principles S. P.au/ fear’d,that if he fhould the wi 
dom of words in his preaching, he thought it would be laidto-his 


weapens,or auxiliaries then thefe‘whether to fave, 


eharge, that he had. crofle of Chrift to beof none‘efic, 


then Preletydo-net male of ‘none effe& the crofle of 
‘Chrift by the principles it 


hath fa contrary to thefe, nullifying the 


rig hareto meddlein fo matters,as before the and 


Frershis I thould fi n ole ont 


no 
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meof and ties, whet ber or Prelateity 
abftra& notion be chis af that, ic falfces methat Z:find-ic in his - 
skin, fo find it infeparable,or not oftner otherwife then 4 Phenix 
hath bin feen although? perfwade whatever fagleines was 
but fuperficial to Prelaty atthe beginnifig,is now by the jutt judg- 
_ment of God long fince branded and inworn' the. very effence 
therot. Firtt therefore, 1 itoidoe the work of the Gofpel Chriftour 
Lord took upon him theifogm of a fervant, how can his. fervant in 
this miniftery take upon Himthe form of:a Lord?; J know Bijan 
hath deciphet'd us all che galanteries of Signore and Afonfighore, 
and Monfeur as circumfantially as any. punctualift of Cafteel, 
Naples,or Fountain Bleaw gould have don,but this muft not fo com- 
aminds, as to be to Jearn that: the form. 


of a fervant was amean, laborious and yulgarlife apteft'to teach’; 


which form Chrift though’ ficteft, chat he might bring about his 
will according tohis owl principles choofing the meaner'things 
of this world that he might put under the high. Now whether 
the pompons garb,the Lortily life,the wealth, the haughty diftance 
of Prelaty bethofe meaner things of the world,: wherby God in 
them would manage the tyftery of his Gofpel, bei it the véerdinof 
common fenfe. For Chrift faithin S. John; The fervant ts nat greas 
ter then\hrs Lord, nor be th tis fent gheater then be tbat fent bim. And 
addes, 7 ye know thefe things, happy aré ye if ye doethem. Then let 
the prelates well advile, Ethey neither know,nor do thefethings, 


or if they know, and yet doe themnot, wherin their happines con- 


fits. And thus is the Gofpel fruftrated Lond fer of 
hat the cereysonius rit of ihe ran 
Hat whieh next power, reveales the 
deep miftery.of the Gafpel,is the pure fimplicity of deétrine, 


accounted the foolifhnes ofthis world,, yet:crofling and confonn- 
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flethly -wifdom and'pride? ‘in being altogether ignorant of God 


and his worfhip ? no fiirely, for men arenaturally afham’d of thar. 
confifts in a bold prefumption of ordering the wor- 
ih fhip afid fervice’of'God after mans own will in traditions and ‘ce- 


feated-and:confounded, nodoubr, but in that very point wherin 
iowas proudeftand thought ic felf wileft, chat fo che victory of the 
Goffelimight be the more illuttrious.. But ou: Prelats inftead of ex- 


andturn’d the ftrength of fizthly pride and wifdom againft the 


unweildy-volumes of tradicion.. And doe-not fhame to reject the 
‘ordinance of him that is eternal for the pervers iniquity of fixteen | 
hrunderd’yeers ;. choofing rather-to think truth it felfalyar, thea 
” thae fixteen'ages fhould be taxc with an error ; not confidering- the 
generalapoftaty that: was foretold, andthe fharches flight into 
thewilderses. Nor is this anough, iaftead of fhewing the reafon of 
theirlowly condition from divine exaniple and command, they 
et feek to prove-their high pre-eminence from humané confent-and 
Bate let them:chaunt while they.will of prerogatives, we 
Scripture Of cultom, weof Scrippure ; of A&s 
_ and Seatutes; til ofScripture., til-che quick and. pearcing word 
enter to the dividing of their foules, & the mighty weaknes of the 
Golpel throw down the weak mightines of mans reafoning.Now 


and chat more then angelick brightnes, the unclouded fere- 
nity of Chriftian Religion -with the dark overcafting of fupcriti- 
coaps and flaminical vettures; wearing on their backs ; and, | 
Fablorte to think, perhaps in forme worfe place the-unexpreffible 
Image of Godthe father.. Tell me ye Priefts wherfore this gold, 


galley ofthe firit wrefpaffe, and hat fy need of cloathing to cover her 
staKednefle? whatdoes this elfe buvcaft an ignominy upon the per- 
__ fe&tion of Chrifts miniftery by fecking co adorn it with that which 


remonies: Now ‘ifthe pride and wildom of the 


effing power of ‘cheiv miniltery by warring againd 
Chief bulwatkand ftzong hold of the fiefh, have enter’d!into 
league withthe principall enemy againit whom they were fener; , 


for their denicanor. within the Church, how kavethey disfigui'd. 


‘wherfore thefe roabs and furplices over the Gofpel? is our religion 


the poorremedy of our fhame, Beleive it,wondrous Do&ors,al 


| . pure fimplicity of faving truth. Firlt, miftrufting to find the auto- 
rity of their order inthe immediat inititution of Chrilt, orhis 
f fepoftlesiby the cleerevidence of Scripture, ‘they flytothe carnal 
finpporrment of tradition: when we appeal tothe Bible,they tothe 
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morethenmuftthefe, and mue 


" what new decency then can Ge added tothis by your {pinftry ?. 


ye think by thefe gaudy glifterihgs to ftirre up the devotion of the: ~ 


rude mulcitude; yethink fo, Be¢aufe ye forfake the heavenly tea- 


ching of Paul for the hellifh$ophittry of Papi(m. [fche muleis 


tude be rude, the lips of che Preacher mutt give knowledge} and 


| “y's | 
not ceremonies. And although fome Chriftians be new born babes - 


comparatively to fome that ‘a tron ger, yet in refpe& of'cere« 
monywhich is but arudimenc of the Law, che weake(t Chriltian 

hath thrown off the robes of hig:minority, and is a perfe& mas, as 
to legal rites: What childrens there is inthe Gofpel we know 
to be no other then the /ixcerity of the word that they may crow there~ 
by. But is heer the utmoft-of yoyr outbraying the ferviceof God} 
No. Ye have bin bold,not to ft your threfhold his chreihold, 

7) or your pofts by his pofts, but your Sacrament, your figne,call it — 
whacyou will, by his Sacramené, baptizing the Ghriftian intane 
9) witha folemne (prinkle, and unBaptizing for your own part with 
aprofaneand iovpious forefingeé: as if when yehad the pari- 


fying element upon his forehead, ye meant co cancel and croffe it 
‘out again with a caracter not of Gods bidding,O but the innocence 
ofthefeceremonies! O cather.chg forcith abfurdity of this exculed. 
whatcould be more innocent the wafhing ofa cup, a glafle, or 
"+ hands before meat, and that undet the Law when fo many wafh- 
ings were and by long tradition, yet our Saviour de~ 
teftedcheir cuftomes, though nevét fo feem |ng harmlefle, and-char- 
gesthem feverely-that they hadtran(greg the Gommandments of 
by their traditions and worfhipt vain. How much 

gtofler ceremonies now in force, 
_delude theend“of Chrifts comating in the flefh againft the flefh, 
and ttifle thefincericy of our new coynant which hath bound us; 
+0 forfake alt carnal! pride and wifdom efpecially ia 
: : | | reltgione. - 


2 


—_ 


The Reafouof Church-government. 55 
corporeal refemblances of inward holinefle & beauty are now pafts | 
© hethatwill cloath the Gofpelnow, intimates plainly,that the Go- 
fpel isnaked, uacomely,that May not fay reproachfull. Do not,ye 
> Church-maskers,while Chrift is cloathing upon our barenes with 
his righteous garment to make &s acceptable in his fathers fighr, 
not,as ye do, cover and hide his righteous verity with the pol- 
uted cloathing of your ceremonies to make it feem more decent in 
yourowncyes. Hew beautifull faith are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publifeetp fal vation Are the feet fo beau- 
mm tifail. and is the very bringing Ofthele cidingsfo decent of-icfelf? 
44 


Thus we fee again how Prelaty faylingin oppofitionte 
thé main end and power of the Gofpel doth not joynin thatme 
fterious work of Chrift, by lowlines to confound height, by 
plicity of doftrin the wifdom of the world , butcontrariwife hath Ge 
_ made ic felt high in the world and the flefh to vanquith thingsby 

the world accounted low, and made it felf wife in tradition and 
‘flefhly ceremony to confound the purity of doérin which ds the 


A 


“Ta 


That Prelasical jurifcliction oppoferh the reafon and endof the 


« 


T in their fun@ion doe work according tothe Gofpel praQizing (ie 
to fabduethe mighty things of this world by things weak rwhiel ae 
Si hath fet torth to be the power and excellence ofthe Gof 
pel; or whether‘in more likelihood they band themfelves withthe 
prevalent things of this world to ,overrun the weakthings which 
-Ghrift hath made chois to work by: and this will fooneft be dif- | 
éern'd by the cours of their jurifdi@tion. ButheeragainIfindmy 
thoughts almoft in fiufpenfe betwixt-yea and no, am ‘nighture 


blaming the ardeticy of my mind that fixt me too atten- 
tivelyco come thus farte. For Truth, know not how, hath this) 
unhappineffe fatall to-her,ere the can come tothe triall andinfpe- & 


handmaidsof the foul pleafeto lead her in to their And 
Bek if fhefind fo much favour with them, they let her paffe inherown & 
Hikenefle; if ‘nor,t 


like a notorious Falthood.Aed contrary when any Falthood 


He third and laft confideration remains, whether the Prelats 


Ring mine eye whieh way I may beft retire, and not proceed in this 


&ionof the Underftanding, being to paffe through many litle #7 
|. ~~ wardsand limits of the feverall Affections and Defires, thecannot 
but maft pat on fuch coloursand attire, asthofe Parhe- 


hey bring her into the prefence habited: and co- » : 


conies'thatway, if they like theerrand the brings , they are fo 
counterfeit thevery thape and vifape of Truth; thatthe 


Uaderttan ding not being able to difcern the fucus which thefe in- | : E | 
with fach cunning have laid upon the feature fome- 
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the fattle impofture of thefe fen miftrefles that keep the ports. 


and paffages between her and theobje&.. So that were it noc for’ 
leaving imperfed that which is alteady faid, 1 fhould neerto! 
relinquifh that which is to follow | And becantel feethat no 
men, as it happens an this world, her wedkly,or falfly principl'd, 


wiiat through gnorance,and what through cultom of licence,both: 
= in-difcours and writing by whack th bin of late writteninvulgar, =~ 


have'not feeim’d to.attain the deci ion ofthis point, thall tike-\ 
in moft men have, as was’ 


wife aflay thofe wily Arbrreffeg 
heard, the (oleuthering of Truth ‘and F alfhood between the fente, 
andthe foul, with what fey will ufe me in conuoying this 
Trachto my ‘underltending ; the bather-for that by as mach 
quaintanceas 1 canobtain them; I'doe not find (re enpag 
citherone way orother.Concertt ecclefial jarifdidion} 
find fill more comroverfie, who fhonld adminifter i it, then Gili- 3 
ie gent enquiry'madeto Icarn what it is, for had the pains bin taken 
me to fearch outthat, it had bin long agoeenronl’d to be nothing els 
bata puretyrannical forgery of the Prelats; and that jurifdiétive 
powet in the Church there ought fo be none at It cannot be 
conceiv'd that what men now call juri@i@ion in the Church; 
thould be other thing then a Chififtian cenforfhip ;‘and thereforeig 
it moh commonly and truly naa *d ecclefiattic al cenfure. Nowif 
che Roman cenfor a civil funG&i@njto chat fevere aflile of firvayin 
and contronling the privacelt,agid flieft manners of all men and af 
degrees had‘no juri(diGtion, ptdu:ts of plea, or inditement, 
nitive force annext, . whether! twere to this manner of 
re€tion theintanglement of was improper, or that the notice 
vofthofe upright Inquifitors extended to fuch the moft covert and 
{piritousvicesas would flip eafily between the wider and-more 
™ terial grafpof Law; Ortinit: it Hood more with the Majefty ofthat. 


the of this autority and! 
might ftep with eafeintoa tyrdiny. In all reff much 


more teafontindoubtedly the cenfiire, if the be'quite 
devi fted and all "ahi atfoevers- 'Porif the 
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trial of bill and proceffe in things meerly fpiritual. Or could that 


towin her felfrefpet and dread by ftrutting in the falf vifard of 
autority,, tis evident that God is not there; but thather 


the way-of civil force and jurifdi&tion , as the fits upon this & 
-pelesher with ftonesanddirt. Laftly, if che widomoftheRo- 


— 


hoft definitive decrees.areto be {peedy, but the exects 


Reajan of 


f 


Church ww 
tion of rigour flow; to what in legal proceedings ismoh 
ufaal, and by how much the leffe contentious itis, by fo much will 
“it be themoreChriftian. And if the cenfor in his morall epifcopy. 
being to-judge moft im matters not anfwerable by writ or action 
could aot ufé an inftrument {0 groffe and bodily as jurifdiion is, 
¢an the minifter of-Gofpel manage the corpulent and feculas 


Roman office without this juridical {word or faw ftrike fuchare- 
-verence ofit felfinto the moft undaunted hearts, as with one fingle 
. dath of ignominy to putall the Senate and Knighthood of Rome 7 
 siintoa tremble, farely much rather might the heavenly miniftery 
of the Evangel bind her felf about with farre more pearcing, : 
of Majefty and aw.by wanting the beggarly help of halingsand 
amercements in the ufe of her powerful Keies. For when the 
.Charch without temporal fupport is able to do¢ her great works 
wpon the unforc’t obedience of men, it argues a divinity about her. 
Bat when fhe thinks to credit and begter her{pirituall eficacy, and @& 


apoftolick vertu is departed from her’, and hath left her Key-co/d. 0 
Which the perceaving as ina decay’d nature feekstothe outward & 
fomentations and chafings of worldly help, and external flourithes, 
to fetch. if it be poffible;fome motion into her extream parts, orto Be 
‘hatch a counterfeit life with the crafty and arteficial heat of jurif- 
“dition. But it is obfervable that fo long as the’ Church inerne 
imitatlon of Chrift can be content toride upon an Affecarrying 
her and her government along in a mean and fimple guife, the 

-may be as he is, a Lion of the tribe of Judz, and in her humility all i 
men with loud Hofanna’s will confeffe her greatnes. But whende- 
ifing of the fpirit bythe weak things of this 
world the thinks to make her felf biggerand moreconfiderableby 


ion the changes into an Affe, and inftead of Hofanna’severy man [ie 
mans fear’d to commit jurifdiction to an office of fo h'gh efteem go 
dred as wasthe cenfor$ , we may fee what ipa 

_ of policy ichath bin all this while through Chriftendom to give 
torecelefiaftical Cenfirre. F or that ftrength joyn’d with 
gy abas'd "and pretended to ambitious ence of 
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ocks,biiteven tothe fou ofimen: whith Rome had'bin 


Catitelotis to’ prevent:in a9 PagsnRomay was in/herftate, 
webadroth fuels a ‘thereof we 
have fromm thence upon/all # or aithourh I Gidbefore 


that theCharch coveting torideupon the Lionly form of juri@i- 
tion makes a transformation of her felt into an Affe, and becomes 

defpicable, chatis tothofer ren enlight‘nd with crue | 
but where they gemain yet in thie reliques of fiperftiti« 

on’, this ‘is the extremity of their: bondage, ‘and 

while they think they iche Lotdly wifage of 
a Lion, they doe it ¢ to anjaffe, chac through the jult judge: 
ment of God 1s peresicted to play the dragon asiong ‘them becaufe 
of cheir wilfull England here well rub her eyes; 
left by leaving juridiion and Church Gineper: 
(ons, now that God-hath bin long medcining het eyefight, the 

doe not with hér overpolicick fecches marre all, andbringherfelf 
again'to worthip this Aflebeftri 
that co-ecclefiattigall 
beadded withont a chiki 
a pernicious comtradi@ion inévan 


fally it will be agejwherin | 
toot.fo litle is ic crogked 


: Gif 


realon afd force o 
hall be laid open'to the 
hes, any. wrincle or {poe | 
mat if Bode che 
oteftanc will admire 
| confefiedt og only evonr 
"rary ¢o'the cc comming inehefidy 
falfeaippéarance of the fame® ut becaiile: 
forme count it sand hereby men ‘fhall be:lidble to'a’ 
‘double higherand fpeak of pis: 
ivivan evil, Eeiteem tobe of two fored,6t ratchet: 
degrées Orily, a reptobar in this life, and in ‘cher- 
property ah evil, be!ingt am aisgall violen ce, but afavirig> 


med’cin ordain’d of Ged both for the publik and privat good of | 
man,who confifting of two parts the inward'and the outward, was. 
_ bythe eternall providenceleft under two fortsef cuce,the Church 
_andthe Magifirats he Magiftras hath only to deale withthe ours 
watd part, not of the body alone, but of the mind in allher 
outward ads ,, which in Seripuure is call dhe outward man. So. du 
that ic would be helpfull cous if we might borrow fuch sear as. i 
the Rhetoricians patent may givens,with a kind of Promet 
skill co fhape.and this msn into the 
abody., and fet him wiible beforeus ; imagining man 
eplyasthe foul. Thus then the civill Magifirat looking only upon 
the-outwardsman (1 fay asa Magiftrats for what he doch furcher, 
be doth it asa member of the Church)if€ he find in hiscomplexion, ee 
skinjor outward fignesiand marks, or in his doings 
the effelts of injuftice, rapine, tuft, cruelty, or the like, fometimes 
hefhuts ap as in frenetick; or infe@ious difeates ; or confines within 
dores,asin-every fickly eftate. Sometimes he fhaves by penalty, or 
mulétyor els to cool and take down:thofe luxuriant humors which 
mi.  wealthand excefle abound. Ocherwhiles he feres.he 
a | Caaterizes, heftarifes , dets blood, and finally for utmolt 
j q ‘The patients which moftanend ar¢ brought into bis ho 
are fuch as.are farre gon,and befide themselves ( unleffe be 
fly accusid) fo that force is neceflary to tame and quiet them.in 
‘ehejt varyly fits, before they can be made capable of a human 
qure- His; general end is the ontward peate and:wel-fare of the 
in. thie life. -His particular end 
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inevery man is,by the infliction of pain, dammage , and difgrace, 
he ane perceivance might carry this meflage 
i tathe foul within,that it is neither eafefull, ptofitable, nor praif- 
it evil! .Whhich mutt needs tend tothe good. 

ie bettaive ordie; and be undoubtedly the firft: 


| means toa offender, which might open 
of good and evill,asic istaughtin 
is feen bad thie often penitence of thofe that 

bad gonon a 


“working onl y-by. terrifying sherind orifice of the: 7 
and by:all asthe 
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by the ait of bodily 
further healing mans 


35 
tothin on, to KC 


Law, nor as it were 
indalgent 
difcreet 


teafon to know al the fecretett diftafes likely to be'there. 


th 


bemore For ‘tie 


a evill, the 
ity againft che rule of Law, Which how 
fo Lof man, Wwecarinot better 
vhifick. Therfore God to the intent of 
id mind,to this | 


which icontenes it felf wich the reftraint’of evil doing in-the ex- 


ternal mart, added that which ‘we call cenfiire , ‘to purge it and re- 


move it clean out of che inm@R foul. In the beginning this autorify 


were, only in each father o Afterwards anong the heatltert, 
in the wife men ‘and Philof@phers of theage; bat fo as ic was a’ 
thing voluntary, and no fet/povernment:' More diftin&ly améng 
the Jews as-being Gods peciiliar, where the Priefts, Levites, Profets, 
and.at laft the Scribes and Phi took charge of inftruéting, and 
Opie. Bucin the Gofpel, which isthe 

‘ovis be made between God ‘and 
man, wee being now his opted fons ; and riothing fitter far tis 
united'to him, 


exprefie it, toshave 


thould expe& this bleft efficacy of healing our inward man to be 


re familiar arid effeétnal method then ever 
W TG! after the fentente of the 


overning his Chureh as a family of fonsin their 
age; and therforein the fweteelt and mildeftt manner of 
paternal difciplirie he hath'committed this other office of prefers 
the fpirit Of the foul, ‘epiiry the 
inted wich his owt: flock, 


Arddook by how much ‘the intetrial’ mart is exon anc 
noblethen by folmuchis his cure more exadelyy 

ronghly , and more paitieularly tobe For 
caufé the holy Ghoft by the Apoftlesjoyn’d to che ‘wat 
Gftant in this great foltictimes a'certain numberof prave and 


&§ brethren (for doth the: 
he jes, another tome; 


the Vifit much Maya: iinifter! 
tre ata nian Befides that nothing can’ 
and "Tove ‘of the people'te their 


of the 


{cems to have bin plac't, aval both civil-and religious rites once 


and as ke pleafes te | 
fellowthip with him, it is all neceflity that we 


oo bifter of perithaBte vices buta mot 
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 Paftorjand hist 
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Allthough:t 
liberties and esborn Church, but 


"4 
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lay bretheen as they 
Confirm this. $0 


| ochént,.' ched when in fcle& numbers: 
> sf they are feen partaking, and doing. reverence Co the hol : 
difcipline by their ferviceable, and folemm prefence, ‘an 
fromtheir imploy ment, »notinqw any more ty be fe- 
parated) in the Gluschiby vailsand: partitions aslaicksandun- 
clean, but admitted, to wait, upon the tabernacle as the. rightful]. 
of Ghrift, a chofen generation;,aroyal Priefthood to off:r. 
upfpirimal facrifice,in that;meect place to which God and the 
Congregation fhall cal].and afligne them, And this all Chriftians. 
know., that.chesitleof Clergy S. Peter gavetoallGode, 
3 people, ; all Pope Higiaus and. che {ucceeding Prelates took it from; 
them,appropriating that name to themfelvcsand their Priefts on] 
andcondemaing the reft.of Gods inheritance to an injurious and. 
alienat condition of .Laity.,..they feparated from.them by local 
'shrough their.groffe ignorance and pride, 
imitatingthe old tenpletand excluded the members of trom, 
offices in if they had meanttofowupthat, 
vail which Chrié by hisdeathon the Crofferent in fander., 
aifter the, 
thapOrs-, 
of 
And Cyprian profeles be will doenothing without 
théadvicd and.affent of his aififtany Laicks.: Neitherdid thefirt 
toirectivein, and equire.the-help.a prefence of many-learned: . 
bat by: content, of many the auciéntett Prelates did 
Church offices as much: as is defr’d any.lay Elder fhould | 
Ramses ines ale not plane whole body.of 
the incencited inthe work of difcipline,as oftas publick. 
given by-shole that given publick {candal. Not. 
of her sighsia reafon there is. | 


thought of oldin 


= te _& 
p 


Andif any thing may bedote. 
Chiittianly reverence oneofanether,the very Nursand Guardian’ 
of piety.and vertue; 1tcan nofdgoner be then by fucha diftipline in* 
che Churchjas may ufe us to! have in aw the affemblies of che faith: 


nd 


r n Heaven to beever keptaliveupon 
principle ofall. godly andvertu- 
4s and jut honouring of our felves is 


thefecond, and may be thought.as the radical moiftureandfoun- 
tain head, whence every lattlable and worthy enterprize iffues’ 
me forth. And. although I- ha¥e givin it thename: of aliquidthmg; — 

yet isitnot incontinent to bering it felf, as hnmid things are, 
hath in it amoft: refraining and powerfull abftinence to ftart Back; 

andglob ic felf upward tromthe: mixture of :any ungenerou s’and 
"+ unbefeeming motion , or any 


wherewith it-‘may peril to ftain 
fel Something! confefleiit isto beatham’d of evil doing inthe 
 prefence of -any,and to reverence the opinfomand the countenance 
7) of agood man rather then a bad, fearing moftin hisfight to offend, 


goes. fo.farre as almoft to be ¥ertuous ; yet this is but fill the feate 


and civilprudence couldnat but extol. It was: 
Philofephy., that fhame call it: better , the reverence 
elders, oar brethren, and friends was the preateft incite n 
vercuous deeds and the greateft diffuafion from unworthy aet 
Hence we miy fead in the Hiad where Heéor being’ 
>) withe toretire the batcelfrany of his fotces being routed)makes’ 
aotwer that-he durit not for fhame, left ghe Trojun Knights ahd 
Dames fhould think he did ignobly. And certain it is that'wheras 
Terror is thought fucha great ftickler in Ho- 
nourable (hame isa farre greater, and has more reafon. 'For whete 
thame is there is fear, but where fear is chere'is not prefently fhame. 
 ful& tocountica thing moffprievous,next to the grievirig of Gods* 
Spirie, toioffend chofe whom-hehath put ioautority, asd healing’ 
fuperintendence over oar and beliavionrs, both to’ourown' | 
i happines and that we may mot give offence to good men, .who 
without amends by us made,date not againft Gods comihallll hold | 
© commynion with-us in holy thibgs, And this will beaccom panied’ 1 
with areligiousdred of from the company of Saifits,’ 
and from the fatherly of Godin bis Church, to confort’ 
©) with the devil and his angels: But there is yet-a more ingenuous and: ee 
noble degree of honeft fhamejoricall it it you will anefteem, where 
by-men bear an inward-reverence toward their own nerfonc, And 
thelove of God asa fire fentf 
the altar of our hearts, be thi 
© ons.actions in men , this 


ofi and many fath, when they find themfelves alo va 
he with ether{cruples, and cometoy 
dofe treaty with their dearer vices in fecret. Bur he that holdshim= 
 felfin reverenceand due efteem, both for thedignicy of Godsimage 
him, and for che price ot hisredemption, which he thinks is 
_ vifibly marke upon hisforehead , accounts himfelfe both a fit per. 
- fon to dothenobleft and godlieft deeds, and much better worth. 

. then to deje& and defile, wich fuch a debafement and facha pollu- 
tion as fin is, himfelfe fo highly ranfom'dandenobl'dtoanew 
 ftiendfhipand filiall relation withGod, Nor he fear fo much: 
_ the offenceand reproach of others, as he dreads and would blufh | ~ 

upon himfélfe, 

if it fee him doing or imagining that which is finfull though 

ap the 
fight, how co performe this honourableduty of eftimation and re- 
{pect towards his. ewn foul and body? which way willleadehim | 
beft to this hill top of fanctity and goodnefle above which there is 
no higher afcent butto the love of God which from this felf-pious (7) 
ard cannot be aflunder? no better way doubtleffe then to lec 
him duly underftand.chat as he is call’d by the high calling of |” 
_ “Ged to. be holy and pure, fo is he by the fame appointment or- 
dain'd, and, by the Churehes call: ad 


their reputation will compound 


at the refle&ion of his own fevereand modeft eye 
deepeft fecrecy. How fhall a man know to do himfelfe this 


difcipline in the Church to which his ownefpirituall pifts by the 


ll, ‘as if the 


touchof a lay Chiriftian who is never-the lefle Geds living temple, 


could profane dead judaifins, the’ exelufion. of Chriits 
fromthe offices of holy difcipline through the pride-of a ufurping 


wich ia familiar boldnefle. For feeing fuchia wide 


and terrible 


> ofa wooddentable& the 
laythipsuphaliow’d 


perimeter of holy ground 
ral, the Prieft efeems their 


eftate, But: when 


ay 


; 


— 

‘ 


-example of Apoftolick inftitmtion have autoria’d him. For we 
learnt that the fcornfulli terme of Laick, the confecratin 
-of Temples, carpets. and table-clothes, the railing in of a re~ 


. 

pugnent e ‘In the Gofpel 


Clengy,. caufes the ret to have an uffworthy and abject opinion of 
approachte holy duties with aflavith fear, andto 
iftanee between religious things and themfel¥es, and 


fieable to theiruncontts 


; 
in 4 
j 
4 
ti 
; 
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| 
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— ‘fear réligion with fucha 
én 
{ 


_ thall be reftor’d to his right in the and not exclu. 


ded from fuch place off pitichal government as iis Chriftian abi~ 
 lities and his approved good Jife in the eye and teftimony of the 


te 

» ily. ungtion. Clergy-tf be 

a 
w congregation of the 
2 a I 


Church fhall preferre him fo; this and nothing fooner. will open 
aluation of himfelfe, whitch is for 


his eyes to a wife and true val 
fice and high a point of Che fiznity, and will ftirre himup sodedll 


worthy the honourable aid grave-imployment wherewith: God 
and the'Charch hath dignif'd him : not fearing left he fhould meet 
with fome outward holy thing in religion which his lay.touch or 
prefence might profane bue fomething unholy from within.’ 
his own heart fhould difhamonrand profane in himfelfe that Priefts 
hath entiti'd 

{oone recover the true 
jat {he is indeed,g holy generation; a roy+ 
communion the houthold and City of 


God. "And a.another — why the 
 funéions of C government ought to be free and opentoia 

aad never fo laick, if his:capacity, his: faith, and 
mend him. And thisthe Apoftles warrant 
dbje& that this will bring profaneneffe 
may be reply'd, that none brouglic 
ir Own irreligious courfes;:nor driven. 
livelefle things..' For. whereas God who. 
& and creeping worme, would not fuffer 
or unclean, the Prelat Bifhopsin 
ag up in Churches have proclaim’d the! beft 
of creatures, mankind, ‘dand contagious, that.for him. 
tolayhishat, or his garment uponthe Chancel table they have 
defin'di it no leffe hainogs in exprefie words then to profane theTa+ 
bleofthe Lord. And thos have they by their Canaanitith do@rine 


(for that which was Jew but jewith. is to the Chriftianno. 
bhen G thus | 
pinade that nature which God hath- 


rithallo bath Andnowthatthe 
why: in — 


cleans’d every beai 
 S..Peter to call them com 
their printed orders hung, 


of fach; »as whom not the vile- 
it God and it witht a 
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all thofe glorious” 
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A 
equity reator 
fare the affiftance fhe 
call d. tog where colid a 


mari witha moreequall, gratditous, and examination of any 
offence chat he might happen to commit againit Chriftianity then) 
wouldshe re thofe ‘proud fimoniacall- Courts 
therefore the Minifter affifted actends his heavenly and fpirituall, 
and fir iathe excellence of his end from the magiftrate farre diffe. 
riot more different then excelling. His endis,torecover 
all chat is.of man both foul and body to aneverlafting jhealth: and 7 
-yet.asforworldly happinefie, which is the proper {phere whereig 

the.magiftrate cannot but confine bis motion without a hideous 
 exorbicancy from lay, {0 little aims the Minifter, as hisintended 
_  ) * feope,to procure the ar, of this life, chat oft-timeshe 
canfe to, with muct-of ic awayvasadiet pufingup thefoul 
with a flimy fiefhinefle, and weakning her: principall organick 

pasts. Two heads ofevill hehasto.cope with,ignoranceand mae 
bees Againit the former he provides the daily Manna of incorrupe « |) 

_. tibledo&rine, not atthofe fet meales only in publick, but as oft as. 
ifes.'Againg 


each infirmity,-or conftitution requ 


-the difeafe-fends 
fiog power to che foul; Admonipion & Reptoofjbefides which 
théee!is no drug ‘or antidote that can'reach to purge the mindy and 
Otherexperi ave but vain, vurilefleby a-cis 
AM he chal] not let zhefepaffe intohiin chough he be 
eft: King ns be thought to remaine im- 
within; andainknowing-of 


Meats nota but of evil 
{pread.an ii humour 


fickneffle,: 


 Ghelatter wathiall che branckes thereot not mediing withthatres 
fireining ‘and fyptick furgery which thelawufes, not indeed a- 
gaint the malady butagainftthe eruptions, and ontermoft-effes 
beginning at the prime caufésandroote 
juices hath diforder'd:his diet, and 
mmediatly 
7 werbethineyeand duty, 
Sentie poe. OF ot admonihinent; or if oughs 
BOC Mitceeding after. once:or twict or oftner the prefence of 


en mee 
% 
4 


f ralhly hath let ¢ 


who are inforaid of what diligence hath been already us'd, with 


more fpeedy ref ¢dies layes neercr fiege to the entrenched caufes of 
pot {paring fuch fervent and well aim’d reproofs as _- 


ive himto {ee the dangerous eftate wherein heis, To this 


‘neither the regakd of himfelfe, nor the reverence of his Elders and 


friends prevaile with him, to leave his vitious appetite, then asthe 


time urges, fuch-efgines of terror God hath given into the hand of 
his minifter as t@féarch the tendereft angles of the heart: one while 
he thakes his ftub@rnneffe with racking convulfions nigh difpaire, 
ithideadly corrofives he gripes the very roots of his 
ing him tolife through the entry ofdeath. Hereto 
th befeech him, beg of him, deplore him, pray for 
: all chis: perform’d with what patience.and attendance 
is poffible, and ri6 £elenting on his part, having done the utmoft of 

their fellowthip with him, and holdin 

of excommuniog pronounce him wip? 

6 the cuftody of Satan till he repent. Which hor- 


inheritance, and & 
rid, fentence thotig ic touch neither life, nor limme, nor any 


journey wherein hewas hafting cowards deftrudion to. comeand | 


reconcile to the C. 


and that he is now cleare of infection and of no danger ta the 


other theep, then With incredible expreflions of joyallhis bree 
banketa of, 

with pretious ointments bathing andfow: 
pn ftripeswhich terrorands _ 


sand fet. before him thofe perfumed 


thren receive him 
-Chriftian .confolatit 
‘menting the old af be fo 


Px) 


~ 


The Reafonof Church-government. 
st down in to the divine veffel of his fou! Godstem- 


opie. this obedine riot, fie chen with the counfell of more affiftants 


friends intreat, exhort, adjure, and ali chefe 
is hope left, are moreor lefle repeated. But if, 


of God andofthe Church they diffolve 
the dreadfull {ponge 
out of the lift of Gods. 


if be:bring with him his bill ofiealeh,, 


alfohis brethre 
endeavours, as 
| 
worldly po efion, has ic {ucha penetrating force, that fwifter 
then'any chimicall falphur, orthat lightning which harms notthe 
and nfles thetntrals, it (Corches the inmoft foul. Yet even this 
terrible denouncespent is left co the Church for no other caufe but * 5 
Be scobe asa rough vehement cleanfing medcin, wherethe malady 
Be isobdurat; a mortifying to lite, a kind of faving by undoing. And 
it may be truly faid, that as the mercies of wicked menare.cruelties, 
| Church are mercies.. For if repentance fent. 
is loft wanderer,and draw him outofthatfleep) 


4, 


the: 
2. 50. Guid to the pulling downe of ftrong holds, cafting 


fiefh. We thall be able by this time to difcern whether Prelaticall 


government 

.4s,0f fach a family where'there be no fervants, but al] fons in obedi~ 
ence, not in fervilicy » as cannot be deny d by him that lives. but 
within the found of Scri 


= dwelling houfewhich deli ght to be frequented with only 
 cefles, how can they to haveiurn'd chefe:domefick privi-- 
-_leges into the barre of a proud 


pell, not fhe her felfe, for that could never be, but a falfe-whited, a. 


Gods’ houée in. che fighe of chofe her. 


his humble remor(e, till he regaimhis firft health and felicity. This um 
-way which: the:Gofpell prefcribes, thefearethe |] 
apons of hol warfare,not Carnall, — 


iuations , andevery high thing that exalteth tt felfe again ft 
the cofGod, and bringing inte captivity every thought tothe 


Wz could be done Sor the healing and 


reclaming that divine particle of Gods breathing,the fou'!,and what 
could be done leffe? he that would hide his faults from iuch a whol- 


- fomecuringas this, and count ita two-fold punifhment , as fome 


do, is: like a edithat having foul difeafes about him , perifhes for 
and che fear he has of a rigorous incifion to come upon his 


jurifai HiGtion be contrary to the G 


ofpell orno. Firft therefore the 
eut of the Gofpell being 


economicall and paternall, thac 


iptuce, how can che Prelates joftiGetohave. 
tucn'd the tatherly orders of Chrifts houfhold, the blefledmeek-. 
neffe of his lowly thofe ever’ ‘open and inviting Hereiofi:his 
filiallac- 


judiciall court where feesandcla- 
mours keep where ‘bribery -and cormption: 
folicits, paltriag the free and monilefle power of plinewitha 


the 


very fighs of a. {pwit: are therefold by the 
unblemifhable fimplicity of the 


Jawnic refemblance of her, like that aire: born Helevain the fables, 
~ made by the forcery of Prelats, inftead of calling her Dilciples from 
is now turn’d Pablican her felf;-and gives 
to a mer owhordome under thefe fornicated. 


altars which the hath fet up to be ador ‘Gmakes merchandize ofthe. 
bodies and fouls of men.. Reje&ting: purgatory for no other reafon, ie 
asit-feems,then becaufe her greedines cannot deferre but had rather: 
extortion of redeefned 


penancesin thisiitfe. Butibe-» 
thet couldn thus cared wihour 


sid 
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deliberat and’ 
 paent, whofe glory’ 


onthe creft of the 
tuall ordinances, & 
champions which 
thering and extin 
neffe in the difcipt 


x 


nalleyranny of an uf 


pafon of 
hofen counfell of Chriftin his fpirite 
is in the weaknefle of fiethly thingstotread up- 

ie ~ pride and violence by the power of [pir!=- 


ae Chrifts enemies in this his high defigne, {mde 


wt, Chic, 


tall governs 


on the contrary made thefe her freinds an@ 


ing the fpirityall force of his bodily weal 


Hine of ‘his Church with the boiftrous and car= 
adie, unlawfull and ungofpellike 


And thus Prelaty both in her flefhly fapporements, inher carnal 


dottrine of ceremon 


Antichriftian, for wa 
Yet if fuch like prat 


Prelats, in that gre 


be Antichriftian in all o 
soit is the abfolute votge of truth and ail her children to pronounce: 
Ahefe her dark deeds in the midft of this great 


this Prelaty, and 


light wherein we live 


hinfelfe. 


‘counter to the p 
inthe flefh , that is fev 
clean contrary 


= and tradition in her violent and fecular 


ine end of Chrifts comming - 
ele his truth , ‘his glory and his might ina 
then Prelaty fegks todo, thwarting andde« 
of God, I donot conclude that Prelaty is 


Hat need 1? the things themfelves conclude it. 


ites , and not aany worfe then thefe of our 


atidatknefle of ch¢ Roman Church., Have nce. 


= 


and her prefer mqmbers from being judg’d to 


drthodoxallefteeme, I cannot think but that 
to be more Antichriftian then Antichrift 


Adde one thing 
& 


with it, like himin® 
we let the Angell of che 
proper bufineffe cong 


fonings of the'flefh , 
Chrift wich the fa 


hisrode, and inama 


| 
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that Prelaty does in the State. 


jore to thofe great ones that arefo fond of Pres 


“héard, hath ever a vitorious power joyn'd 
the Revelation that went forth onthe white 
his crown cohquering, and toconquer. If 
Gofpell rideqn hisown way; he doéshis 
fing the high yhoughes, and theproud 

ind brings thenj under to give obedience to | 

tion of many foulr. Butif yeturn him out of 
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The Reafon of Church-government. 


by a doatrine ofcarnall might, as Prelaty is, hewillufethas 
flethly Arength which ye put into his handsto fubdue your fpixits 
fervile and blind fiperitition , and that againe fhall holdfuch 
» dominion over your captive minds, as returning with aniafatiag 7 
inefle and force upon your worldly wealth and power where- 
Ait deck and magnificher felf, and her falfe worthips, the fhalk 
your eftates, difturbe your eale, diminifh youthoe 

pour, inthraul your liberty under the {welling moodofaproud 

Clergy, who will not ferve or feed your foules with {piricuall food, | 

Jook not fox ic, they have not wherewichall, or ifthey had, icis 
purpof:.. Bue when they have glutted their ingratefull bo 
tt leaf iff it be offfible that chofe open fepulchers fhould ever 
and’ whennthey ftufftcheir Idolifhtemples withthe 
pillage of your eftates, willcthey yechaveanycompaflion 
_ wpon you, and that poore pittance which they havelcityou, will 
they be but fo good to you 
hhadus’d-her at his pleafure, will they but only hateyeandfoturne 
doo no: they will not; Lordsand Commons, they willnoc 
“favour ye fo much. What will they do then inthenameofGod 
and Saints,what will thefe man-haters yet with moredefpight and 
 mifchiefe do? Ile tell ye, or at leaft remember ye, for molt ofye 
know it already... That they may want nothing tomake them true. 
- merchants of Babylon, as they havedoneto your fouls, they will 
fell your bodies, your wives, your children, your liberties, your 
Parlaments, thefe things, and if therebeoughtelfedearerthen 
thefe, they will fell at an out-cry in their ee thearbitrary - 
and illegall difpofe of any one that may hereafter be call'da King, 9 


whofe mind fhall ferve him to liftentotheir bargain. Andbytheir 


corrupt and fervile doctrines boring our cares to an everlafting fla- 
very,as they have done hitherto, fo will they yet dotheirbefttore- 


‘ 


pea ann. every line and claufe of both our great charters. Nor 
Cis only-whiat they will doe, but whatthey hold asthemaiuc . 
teafonandmyftery of their advancement that they muftdo; be the [ey 
_ Prince never fo juftand equall to his fubjects:; yet fuch aretheic . 
tlicious.and depraved eyes, that they fo look on him;& founder- 
ftand hins, as if he requir'd no other‘gratitude, or piece of fervice-fi 6 
thé chen this. And indeed thiey ftand fo opportunly for theditub- & 
ing or thedeltroying ofa ftate,being a knot of creatures whofe dig- _ 
and preferments have no foundation inthe Gofpel,as = 
acknowledge,but only in the Princes favour,&to jam 


4 
ty 
“a 


continue fo long to them , 


GC. 

5 


"here were his firelocks reagy 
band.nor penfionry then ce} 
fidiops preachments aw tBe peop 
time of popery were fomet 
itwas becaufe they ftood 
main dependance on the roy 
that the proteftant religions 
uf a the Scriptures, mutt undre le 


triveto bring themfelves ant 
m macy,and this we fee they ha 


Prelatyisbornup, either 
popery-Hence alfo we may 


flavery , and by confequence p 
a wonder much that many of the 


4 
| CAl OB : 


eds be tht 
whencett ne 
{ 


cometo grafp the Scepter, hel 


& 


‘ ( the will reform her felf rightly by 
ao le chem of all their guilded vanities, and 
@) reduce them as they were at firit, to the lowly and-equall order of 
oncterns. them*meerly to ftudy the times 


iby fair degrees of latebeen doing, 
rs between which the ftrength of 
inducing tyranny, or of reducing 
e that Prelaty is meer falfhood. For 


Thefe be the two fair fuppor 


My the property of Truth is, where fhe is publickly taught, to unyoke 
& fet free the minds and {pirits of a Nation firftfrom thethraldom 
me of finand fuperftition, after which all honeft and legal freedomof 

civillife cannot belong abfent;QutPrelatywhomthetyrant cuftom 
begot anatural tyrant in religtoh,& in ftate theiagent & minifterof 
tyranny, feems to. have had this fatal guift in her nativity like ano- 


cher that whatfoever fie fhould touch or come neer either 


me thefor her p 9 

breeding and fetling both in 
doe not in time with the fovfan treacle of found doG&rine provide: 

orttefles to be perfeSt freedom, but her 


whois Truth,her Liturgy conteff 
worksand her opinions declate chat the 
perfe&sfalfhood.. Whichmakes me. 


Gentry, ftudious men, asI heare 


gat 


i 
ra B as by pleafing him they fhall deferve, | 
fhould bendall their intentions, and 
tro his, chat if ic fhould happen that 
em ourge from tis to our enemies ) fhould 
¢ were his {peare men and his lances, 
fhould'need no other pretorian , 
they could once with their per- 
le. Foralthough the Prelats iz 
iendlyanough to magnacharta, 
jeix own bottom , without their | 
: but now being well acquainted mm 
more then the text, and to up theireyes tothe hilsofthe Court, 
from whence only comes théirihelp ; \cheir pride grow weary 
Hy of thiscrouching and obfer¥ance, asere ongit would, and that 
yet their minds clime ftill higher of worldly honour, 
this only refuge can remain t them,that they mutt of necefliry con- 
nds back again to the Popes fupre- 
ad 
 ecclefial or political governniént,tt fhould turn,not togold,though 


fondly overttadied inafele 


* 1 @ 


ftandbyandbemute, 


greaty dophifiers : ‘not any Collegeof Montebanke, but would 


i 
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‘fence,but that [beleeve their honelt and ingenuou 


bing jand there unfortunately fed with noching el! 
gedand thorny leGures of monkifh miferable 


e themélvesito write’, and {peak publickly in her de. 
natures COming 
Univerficiesico tore theinfelves with good and folid lear. 
nothing el{c, bat the (crag. 
ble fophiftcy, were 
dentohome*again with’ fach a fcholaftical burre in their throats, 
ashathftopt and ‘hinderd all truea@nd penerous philofophy from 


ebtring, tratke'their voices for ever With metaphyfical gargarifms, 
and hath made then: admire a fort of formal outfide men prelati- 
addigted, whofe unchaft’nd and ynwrought minds never yer 

r the lore of religion’‘or moral vertue, 
which two mre the and greateft pointsof learning , but either 
a ind of hy potritical'and hackny cours of 

Pteracure to get theirliving by, and ‘dazle the ignoranc, or els 
cOtroverfies, except thofe which they 

with all the fpecious and delufive futtlety they are able, to de. 
fend theirprelatical Sparta, having a Gofpel and Church-govern- 
fet before'their eyes’; as a fair field wherin they might exers 
greateftvertu’s, and the greateft deeds of Chriftian antority 
_ 4nmean fortunes and little furniture of this world, which even the 
writers an thofe old Fadritii, and Cwurii well knew 


§nitiated or fubdurd 


swe taothem like booresjand cramme them as they lift with wealth, 


swith ‘Baronics and‘tately prefer. 


bearhing‘and religion will 


ing could lik’n more 
tal-mam more to God, who delights moft to worke from within 
himfelf, and not by the heavy luggage of corporeal inftrument, He; 
“they underftand it not, & think no fuch matter,but admire & dote Fe 
upon worldly riches;& honours, with an eafie & ineemperat life,co 
Of Ye they and their Seminaries fhame not 
toprotefle, to:petitipn and never lin pealing our 'earesthat unlefle 


goe underfoot. Which is fuch 


Chorch=men, who.thould be tonsa pattern of temperance and fru- 
who fhould teach usto-contemnthis world, and 


gal medi ocrir 

athe gaudy things ‘cheteof, according tothe Btomi(e which they 

themfelves ‘require from us in’baptifme , ¢hat'fhould the Scri pture 
there is not that of Philofe mon; 


chool dores a 


phetsamong 


gainft fuch 


| 
thameictie a befial plea, anc at odious impudencein 
: 
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chink fcorn to difcover in themfalves with fach a brazen 
WY the outrageous defire of filthy ldere. Which the Prelats makefo 
little confcience-of,that they ady toifight,and. if it layin their 
power,to maflacre all: good Chrifihns under the names ofthorrible 
ichi(maticks for only il 
cheic uscon{cionable and 
© ovec their brethren that labour 
luxurious excefles: Openly’ 


enues, their cruell antority’ 
word, whilethey in 


jrodes.and th flock of Chrift, which they 


ore like that: huge dragon of Kegpe breathing aut waft; ‘and’ de: 
to. che land, unleffe he: ‘were daily fatn'd: 
by his! matchtefle valour 
at reads his Collect cari cell. And 
our Princes and Knight itate the fameofitli:c old eham= 
Hpion, as by their order of Knight folemnly caken,' they vow, 
is pare be it that they fhould uphold fide wich this Englith 
indeed their oath binds them,they fhon!d 
4 Treake: it their Knightly adventure: Op; nquilk this mighty: - 
failewing d monfter that: menaces @ up'the Land; ‘unleffe 
‘her bottomleffe gorge may be fatisfed with the blood of the Kings: 
Church ; and may, é was wont, fill her’ dark 
infamous den with the bonesiof chéSaints: Nor any one have 
reafon to think this.at too incredible'or evo tragical 
of Prelaty,if He confider wellfrom tata of flimeand 
the floathful, the covetous and atabitious Hopes of Chureh- pros 
motions and, fat Bifhop rickstheis§ up and nuzzi’d in, like ‘a: 
“fromher the geperal poyfon both 
and ftich principles: of ‘earth as thele whergh the welters from 2. 
yougone, are she immediat genera both of aflavith and 
ous lifdto fe pettifero 


a pe 
this may wo us-in: art} 
what, it fhe ftand, the is like torbe 


hat Prelaty 
the whole body 


plein thavit may how the is a 
hich 


of yor ule init 


Be. 


iit with their temporal dignities, 


‘claming themfelvs nove ithe 
| y awhile they fought tocover” 
and favage wolves threatning in- 
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a pore elixar of milchicf, peftilenc alike to 
fhal thew briefly, ere I conclude, that tite as they: 
‘the fubje&s a calamity » fo are:they che greateft underminers and 
__betrayersof the Monarch, to whom they feem to be favouras 
Icannotbetter liken the ftate a id perfon of a King then co 
that mighty N azarite Samfon ; w o being difciplin'd from his is 
birth in the precepts“and the practice of Temperance and So. 9 
 briety,. the: ftrong ‘of mjurious and exceffive 
dlefires,grows. upto a noble ftrength and perfection with tho his 
iluftrious and funny locks the waving and curling about his 
god like thoulders. And while he keeps them about him undi- 
gainifht and unfhorn, he may-with the jaw-bone of an Affe, that is, 
with che word of his:meaneft officer fuppreffe and put to confufion Fe 
thoufands of thofe that rife againft his juft power.But laying down 
 hishead among the ftrumpet flatteries of Prelats , while he 
and chinks no tharme, they. wickedly fhaving off all thofe bright 
_and waighty treffes of his laws ; and juft prerogatives which wel a 3 q 
ornament and ftrength,deliver him over to indire@ and violent 
councels,which as thofe Philiftims put out the fafr, and farre- 

ted.eyesof his natural difcerning ,. and make him grindein the 

on houfe of their finifter ends and pra&tices upon him. Till he 

this prelatical rafor to have bereft: him of his wonted 
might, nourifh again his puiffant hair, the golden beames of Law 
Right; they fteenly thook, with ruin upon the § 
heads. of thofe his evil:counfellors, but not without 

te himfelfe. ; This is: the fum of their loyal fervice to Kings ye 

 thefe arethermen ftil cry'the King, the King,the Lords Anoin« § 
ted,.. We grant it , 'and- wonder how they came to light upon any 
thing fo tue; and wonder more, if Kings be the Lords Anointed : 
— how they. dare thus oyle over and befincare fo holy an un&ion with | 
— corrupt and putrid oyntihent of their bale flatterics; which : 

while they th the skin, ftcike inward and life 
~ Blood. What fidelity Kings can expett from Prelats both exam- 
and our of thedr: 
isgrounded ‘all chat bath binfatd y:may 
if they be fuch clippers of regal fhavers of the 

Eawshow they faniaffetted Parlament:, your’ 

Pesres and Commons,can beft teftifie;the current of 


doings acthis’ day, 
futhce toinforn 


vid and umortal actions hath-bin anly.o ‘dby che 
broke 
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broke out to fuch abold affront’, hath juftly immur'd 
key looks within ftrong wals. Bor have they done any ri 


: | of late with more diligence, then tol inder or break the happy a 
p fembling of Parlaments, however ngedfull to repaire the fhatter’d 
© and disjoynted frame sof the Commofwealth,or if they cannot do 


this , to croffe, to disinable , and thaduce all Parlamentary pros 
And this, if nothing accufes them to be no 


lawful members of the (if they thas perpetually” mutitiea- 


their own gh they precend like Sa/omone- 


arlot, that chey have right thereto} By the fame judgement that 
henas it is not onely their | 


S Salomon gave, it cannot belong to them, 1) 
affent » but their endeavour continually to Hivide Parlaments in 


© twain; and not onlyby dividing, bud all other.means to abolifh: 


e nd deftroy the free ufe-of them to all pofterity.F or the which and 
f is book and many volumes 


rall their former mifdeeds, wherof 
F more cannot contain the moytie, I (hl move yee Lords in the be-- 
P half I dare fay of many thoufand gaod Chriftians, to let your 
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sid 
oe 


juftice and (peedy fentence paffe this j great malefaGtor Pre- ° 

And yet in the midft Of rigor would befeech yeto think of 
© mercy; and fueha mercy, I fearel. with Uefack 

favechis falling Prelat y,fach a.mercy Gift may venturete ey. ye 
fay Sodom. Not that Idare advife yet contend with 
ther he or you fhal. be more merciful bat ing your wife 
E icties with thefe enormous 


} ballance the offences of thofe peccant@ittie 


ee of ungodly mif-rule chat Prelacy Hath wroughe both in. 
Chritt, andi in the fate oF is And ify 


Prince or peo thor! thy ae 
her live, {pread among ye, till with r fhadow,all your ip=- 
nities and honours, and all the glory. the land be darken’d and 
obfeurd. But on the contrary if the be to be malignant, hoftile; 
| deftruRive co all chefe, as nothing can befurer, then let your fevere 
| and impartial doom imitate the divine’ 


sengeance ; rain down your. 
force upon this godleffe andopprefling government? ands 
ip fac a dead of fubverfion 3 


bivher, chat (he may never in: 
and rife more to affli& the holy reformed Ghurch, andthe: 


3 
| 
| 
in mercy, Ehall not be onenow that grouldidiffuade ye. Though F 
sod for leffe then ten jaft perfons not {pare Sodom, yet if | 
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